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Tez HEREMIT N?. I. 


- Sach a one I found my Amelia to 
be. Wé:th every day’s returning 
fun, my pafiion for her grew, refi- 

more and more into the moft 


Din 
Sorfo8 eiteem, unbribed by wealth 


and undebafed by felf-regara. Nor 
was my fuit rejefted by her. Oft 


4 would fhe lenda patient ear to my 


tale of love, and, melting in mutu- 
#) foftnefs, figh confent. At length, 
ini the awful prefence of deepett 
might, hand locked in hand, and 
kneeling in holy reverence, we 
sledged eternal faith; calling on 
earth and air and fea and ikies, 
things vifible and invifible, and the 
almighty parent of all, to witnefs to 
our vows, that neither chance nor 
time, nor aught but the inexorable 
hand of death, fhould ever divide 
I And, on this fubject, 
we bound ourfelves to the moft in- 
violable fecrecy, for a time; none 
being privy to our meeting but one 
trufty fervant, attendant on Amelia, 
who had waited at fome diftance. ° 

But alas! in evil hour, the bufy 
tongue of calumny had whifpered 
fomething to my difadvantage, 
which gained too eafy accefs to my 
Amelia's car. Her pride and certain 
falfe notions of duty were fet a- 
paint me, while her love and her 

onor burned fevenfold ftronger in 
my behalf. One unlucky accident 
fucceeded upon another, which 
heightened the miftake, and render’d 
our ftory moreintricate and diftref- 
fing than aught that is fabled in all 
the volumes of romance. ‘Time, 
no doubt, would have unravelled 
matters, and fully acquitted me in 
my fair-one’s eye, But ah! too 
late. The ftruggle of contending 
paffions had already affected her 
tender frame. ‘The rofes withered 
on her cheek ; the living luftre fled 
fom her eye; the fickened and 
von was bleit witha happy exit 
into the regions of et day ; 
hile, with her laft breath, flie pro- 
Mounced the name of “ Theodore! 
amy generous ityured Theedore ! 


>? 


at 


The fame meffenger that brought 
me the heavy tidings of her death 
faw my pious hands clofing the eyes 
of my indulgent mother, worn gra- 
dually out with age and its conco- 
mitant infirmities. Oh!  fevere 
deftiny! what was the worldto me 
now, and all it contained, fince 
that for which I chiefly lived in it 
was fled—for ever fled, from my 
fight ?~ what could I do? 


“ In ballow'd cart, 

‘“* I faw them forouded, bid eternal peace 

“ Tobcir foades veecive ; and, with the truck 
tears, 

“ That ever love or tender duty paid, 

“ Theit facred duft bedew'd’’—- 





Thefe laft offices difcharged, 1 
refigned myfelf to grief wel and 
extreme ;—grief that refufed confo- 
lation, and grief that felt no paufe ' 
I fecluded myfelf from the face of 
day,and knew no change of time nor 
of place, fave when at eve I paced 
darkling along, thro’ graves and 
fhades and fiekly damps, to mingle 
woes with the Jird of might. 

Thus did I pafs my hours, and 
faw many a moon ——— fetting. 
Waining and waxing beneath my 
forrow. But Time, at length, with 
lenient hand, began to infufe his 
balm, and a penfive fadnefs fuc- 
ceeded in the room of anxious de/- 
pair. Reafon gradually rejumed 
her throne, and lifted my eye to the 
Sovereign difpenfer of all good—— 
* Wretch that[ am, faidi/ have 
** {been repining againft the righ- 
** teous Judge of heaven and earth ? 
** have I been arraigning his wite 
“« difpenfations who cannot err, and 
* ftill does what is beft on the 
£ whole? will my grief be of any 
** avail to reverfe the will of fate ? 
** can it affect his analterable de- 
** crees? canit recall the patt, or 
“ bid the Clay from the tomb re- 
“ {ume its ancient torm? Oh ! no: 
** moft aweful heaven !——Then to 
“* fubmit to thy dread providence 
*« (alas! too long neglected) be 

P * now 
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“ now my whole care ! That heart, 
“which they chaftenings have 
“ weaned from the world, be it 
«« hehceforth for ever devoted to 
** thee! Receive it back as a dif- 
“* treiled wanderer, returning at 
“length to its only refuge and 
* hope! It has now but few a- 
“ vocations to lead it aflray! To 
“* live aad to die, dependent upon 
“ thy mot holy will, isall I have 
** lettto do, in the ftate of my pil- 
‘* grimage here.” 

A mild and penfive melancholy, 
fruitful of wifdom and philofophic 
thought, fucceeded tothefe reflex- 
ions. | immediately began to con- 
fider how I fhould beit wear out the 
temainder of my days, agreeable to 
the refolutions 1 had taken. [ had 
now laid afide all thoughts of the 
mimftry. For, to bear the fcoffs 
and infults of wicked men, to 
firuggle againft the torrent of vice 
and infideliap, and to be at conti- 


_ nual vartaace with difiimulation and 


foliy, were offices, however hono- 
rable in themfelves, which would 
have butill fuited with that retired 
shoughtjudne/s and mild ferenity of 
9001, to which | had been fo lately 
reilored, and from which I was de- 
termined never to fuffer myfelt to 
be drawn afide any more. Befides 
this, | had obferved that a confci- 
entious ciicharge of duty, and @ 
bold publication of the everlafting 
truths of the gafpel, were not of 
themfelves fuficient to recommend 
the Teacher: of Chrifiianity to public 
recard. I had feenmen of the mott 
fining qualities and acknowleged 
iuperiority of parts expoied to the 
very martyrdom of their good 
name, for aéting agreeableto their 
conicience and charaéter ; while I 
have known others as unreafonably 
extolled, who had nothing to re- 
commerd them, but a fpecies of 
low craft, added toa fawning and 
time-ferving difpolition, unworthy 
of honeft men. 


ESSAYS. 


For thefe reafons, I thought it 
advifeable for me, not only to deiift 
from my intention of becoming a 
public Teacher, but alfo to retire at 
once from every thing that might 
engage me in the ftrite and buitle 
of the world. But, atthe fame 
time, it was my purpofe, if ever [ 


fhould have an opportunity, to | 


communicate my inftructions to 
the public ina method that would 
not expofe my name or perfon to 
the icorn and cenfure of the wicked 
and ungrateful. 

I, therefore, converted my little 
patrimony into cafh, and bought a 
few acres of ground in a moit ro- 
mantic and retired f{pot, not far from 
our metropolis. The finallnefs of the 
place agreed well with the modera- 
tion of my wifhes, and the fingular. 
gloom of its fituation correfponded 


“exa@ily to the temperof my foul. 


As I formed it with my own 
hands from its rude fate of nature, 
it would favour too much of vani- 
ty in me, were I to give you a de- 
fcription of the place, and its va- 
rious little improvements. it is 
fufficient to fay that, as I had bid 
adieu to the world at the age of 
twenty feven, when others begin to 
engage moft deeply in it, } have 
fince that time fpent feven of my 
beft and happieft years in my little 
retreat, obferving the feafons as 
they go, and the various faces of 
nature in each ; gathering Icflons 
of wifdom all the day long, and at 
night lulled to gentle repofe, by a 
good con{cience, and the continual 
murawirs of furrounding waters.My 
only with was for fuch an opportu- 
nity, as is mentioned above, to 
communicate to the world the fruits 
of my fludy for the common bene- 
fitof my f{pecies. And this I hope 
at laft to enjoy by the favour of 
your magazine, in which I rejoice 
to hear that you intend to fet , 
a 
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Tae HEREMIT. N°. 2. 


and keep facred one particular pa- 
per for propagating a veneration 
of our holy and undefiled Curis- 
rianity. Thro’ this channel, I 
propofe to convey to the — my 
reflexions on fubjeéts of the moft 
ferious nature, and to recommend 
the univerfal praétice of religion 
and goodnefs, in oppofition to the 
_ gTowing degeneracy of the times. 
‘In doing this, I can have no 
, views nor attachments in the world 
to rendermy doétrines fufpeéted. 
I would have whatI write conff- 
dered in the wature of a Monthly 
Sermon, for which I am to re- 
ceive no recompence¢ in this life, 
and which I think it my duty to 
offer to my fellow-creatures in this 
manner, as I know of no other me- 
thod fo effectually to comply with 
my dying father’s injunctions, and 
at the time not depart from 
the plan of life which I have fo fo- 
lemnly vowed to obferve. In com- 
pofing thefe occafional leétures, I 
fhall be animated with the thoughts 
that they are not to be delivered to 
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a fingle auditory, and im the pre- 
fence of perfons among whom there 
might be many of my enemies; but 
to this whole eontinent, and in a 
manner that ean never create pre- 
judices againft my perfon or per- 
formances, as Lamtobe for ever 
concealed. 

Mh carrying on this great work, 
I hope to obtain frequent affiftance 
from the Preachers of the blefjed Goj- 
pel, of every denomination and de- 
gree, with whom I am embarked in 
the fame glorious caufe for propaga- 
ting Righteoufnefs, and who may al- 
ways convey their pious produc- 
tions to be inferted in the Heamit, 
by means of the publisher of the 
magazine. Whatever they may of- 
fer of this kind cannot fail of hav- 
ing ajuftpreference; for as the 
zealous champions for chriftianity 
are abroad in the world in the bold 
difcharge of their duty, they will 
probably on many occafions be bet- 
ter acquainted withthe reigning vi- 
ces of it than their fequeftered 
friend and brother, THEODORE. 


POETICAL ESSAYS, O&sber 1757. 


ELEGYonth* MAUSOLEUM 
of AUGUSTUS. 


To the Right Honourable George Bufly Vil- 


liers, Viftount Villiers, Writtcn at 
Rome. 1756. 


By William Whitehead, E/j ; 


Mid thefe mould’ring walls, this 
marble rowtid, 
Where flept the heroes of theFuliag name 


« Saysthall we linger ftill i tho’ts profound, 


And micditate the mournful paths to 
fame ? 


What tho’ no cyprefs thades, inf fan’ral 
rows, 

No (culptur’d urns,the laft records of fate, 
O’er the thrunk terrace wave their baleful 
boughs 

Or breathe in ftoried emblems of th> 


greate 


© Itts now agarden bv longing #0 Marchele 
di Corre, 





Yet not with heedlefs eye will we furvey 
The fcene tho’ chang’d, nor negligently 
tread 
Theie variegated walks, however gay 
Were once the filent manfions of the 
dead. 
In evéry fhrub, in every flow'ret’s bloom 
‘Fhat paints with diff rént hues yon fini- 
fling plain, 
Some hero’s afhes iffue from the tonib, 
And live a vegetative life again. 


For matter dies not, as the fages fay, 
But fhifts to otherformethe pliant ma/s, 
When the free {pirit quits its cumb’rous 


of... 
Liddy, 


And fees, beneath, the rolling planets pati. 


Perhaps, my Vil/iers, for 1 fing to thee. 
Perhaps, unknowing of the bloom it gives, 

In yon fair icyon of Apollo's tiee 
Thefacred duit of young Marcel/us lives. 


Pluck not the leaf---twere facrilece to 
— | 
VW OoUuNnG 


Th’ ideal memory of fo {weeta thade ; 
2 
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In thefe fadfeats an early grave he found, 
And f the firft rites to gloomy Dis = 
vey'd, 


Witnels {thou field of Mars,that oft hadft 
* known 

His youthful triumphs in the mimic war, 
Thou heardft the heart-fele univerfal 


groan 
When o’er thy bofom roll’d the fun’ral 
Car, 


Witnefs § thou Tian ftream, where oft 
he glow'd 
In f{portive ftrugglings with th’ oppofing 
wave, 

Faft by the recent tomb thy waters flow’d 
While wept the wile, the virtuous, and 
; the brave. 


© loft to foon '—yet why lament a fate 
By thoufands envied, and by heaven ap- 
prov’d ; 

Rare is the boon to thofe oflonger date 
To live, to die, admir'd, efleem’d,bel ov’d. 


Weak are our judgments, and our paffions 
warm, 
And flowly dawns the radiant morn of 
truth ; 

Our expectations haftily we form, 
And much we pardon toingenuous youth. 


Too oft we fatiate on th’ applaufe we pay 
To rifing merit, and refume the crown ; 
Full many a blooming genius, fnatch’d a- 
way,” 
Has fall'n lamented, whohad liv’d = 
known: 


For hard the tafk, O Villiers, to fuftain 
Th’ important burthen of an early fame; 

Each added day forne added worth to gain, 
Prevent each with,and anfwer every claim. 


Be thou Marcellus, with a length of days! 
But O remember, whatfoe’er thou art, 

The moft exalted breath of human praife, 
To pleale indeed muft echo from the 


heart. 

Tho’ thou be brave, be virtuous, and be 
wife, 

By all, like him,admir’d, efteem’d, be- 
lov’d ; 


+ He is faid to be the firft prfan buried 
in this monument. 
$ Quantos ille virum magnam mavortis 
ad urbem 
Campus aget cemitus ! 
§----Vil que, Tyberine, videbis 
Fuxera, eum tumulam prater labere rcecn- 
tn . 


te 


’Tis from within alone true fame can rife 
The only happy is the felf-approv’d. 


The Progrefs of LOVE, A Cantata. 


Hus toa young defpairing fwain 
Sage Mentor preach'd in friendly 
| ftrain, 
“ Believe notall the fair ones fay, 
To morrow kind, tho” coy to day ; 
Afaultring tongue, and tim'rous cy¢ 
But teach Corinna to deny, 
For women, fays the bard of old, ' 
Stoop to the forward and the bold. 


ALR. 


When firft I fu'd for Hedz’s love 
She hung her head and figh’d ; 

Her tongue would ftill my fuit reprove, 
But yet her eyes comply’d. 


Each time I woo’d-—I fcarce begun, ° ? 
** Fond youth, the ony, give o’er,”” 

But yet whene’er my tale wasdone, 
She liften’d {till for. more. 


Ona lucky hour, when caution flept, 
And pride was lull’d to reft, 

When love alone the fortrefs kept, 
I {tole into her breaft, 


From thatbleft day fhe chang’d her {cogn, 
And caught the new delight; 

So freeze the dewy gems at morn, 
And melt away at night. 


Then let n ot toofoon the young lover def= 

pair 
And take a denial at once from the fair ; , 
Let him often the path to her dwelling ¢x- 


plore, 

And tho’ often repuls’d fill attend at the 
door 

Again let him prefs the coy maid and a 
gain, 

For love's fweeteft pleafures are purchafed 
with pain, 

There’s a minute of blifé for the conftant 
in ftore, 


But all who'd be happy mutt fuffer before, 
ODE on MUSIC, 
Written at Philadelphia dy a young Gentle- 
men of 17, on bis beginning to learn the 
Harpficord, 


Ark! hark! the weet vibrating lyre 
Sets my attentive foul on fire ; 


Thro’ al] my veins what pleafures thrill, 
Whilft the loud trebble warbles thrill, 

And the more flow and {olemn hafe 
‘Tocharmsgivescharms, and grace to grace. 


Sometim*®$ 








dly 
uin, 


r def= 
pair, 
ir ; 
l — 
gh 
t the 
door 
nd as 
in, 
afed 
pain, 
nftant 
ftore, 
efore. 


en td v= 
n the 





ig lyre 


rill, 


1, 


o grace. 
al | 





They meltmy foftned 


be tae ts 


a 





Sometimes in foftlydying ftrains, 
The tender trembling {tring complains, 
a itdelights my ravifh’d ear, 
n the expiring notes ! hear 
Vanith diftant and wi 
oul away ! 


Neatly trip oe’r the merry dance, 
Andlightly couch, and fwiftly glance ; 
Saioundi tranfportslangh aloud, 
Sounds madly ramble mix and croud, 
*Tillall in one loud rapture rife, — 

ead thro’ the air and reach the fkiee. 


But when youtouch the folemn air, 
Oh ! {well each note diftinét and clear, 
In ev’ry found let forrow figh, 
Languith foft, and fweetly die. 

So fhall th’ admir’d celeftial art 
Raife and traniport my ravifh’d heart, 
Exalt my foul and give my mind 
Ideas of fublimer kind, 

at the blifs tt {eems to prove 


here muft be mufic too above ; 


That from the trumpet’s filver found, 
Of wing’d arch-angels plac’d around 
Thy burning throne, oh king of heav’n! 
Molt perfeét harmony is giv’n! 

While happy faints in concertjoin 

'To make the mufic quite divine ; 

And with immortal voices fing 
Hofannahs to their heav’nly king, 


O DE 
On @ late MARRIAGE, 


Uneful filters! facred Nine ! 
Hafte, withme, to Hymen’s fhrine, 
In virgin robes of {potleis white, 
Silken veftments flowing light, 
Crown’d with garlands rich and gay, 
Tuneful fifters, come away ! 
To Hymen’s hallow’d thrine repair! 
Damon meets his Cynthia there. 


See, the train of Phebus fly! 
Ro.es deck the weftern {ky ; 
The thades of evening mildly move, 
Soft and {weet as nuptial love. 
And now the temple gates unfold 
With folemn {weep,—and now, behold! 
Hymen takes his wonted ftand, 
Rob’d in faffron, torch in hand j 
Yellow butkinsgrace his feet, 
Smiling Cupids round hira wait, 
Fragrance tills the lighted dome—- 
Tuneful filters ; quickly come ! 
To Hymen’s hallow’d thrine repair! 
Damon meets his Cynthia there. 
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See, the happy pair edvance-—- 
Wake the mufic, wake the dance! 
Lightly trip it o'er the ground 
To inftruments of every found ! 

Sweep with fprightlieft airthe lyre, 
Levees fofierlute confpire, 

Bid the fhrill trump, with notes divine, 
In the {welling concert join ! 

Hark ithe dome refounds within—- 
Hark!-—-the facred rites begin—- 

From the blazing fhrine, the god 

Lifts the torch, and gives the nod-— 


© Cynthia meets her Damon's flame, 
Damon weds the matchleis dame. 
Pure and conftant blaze the fire, 
Ever warm with new defire ! 
Ye powr’s! that alfour aétions guide, 
Bleis the bridegroom, blefsthe bride!” 


Again, ye tuneful maids, again, 
With fprightly footfteps, tread the plain! 
Fly with fwift but graceful fpeed, 

Fl, todeck the bridal bed! 

Fly with fpeed, but with you bring 
All the bloomy pride of pring ! 
Where the lovely pair repofe, 

Strew the lily, ftrew the rofe, 


Strew the fragrant wood-hine gf, 


ith all the breathing fweets of May! 
Then the happy eve prolong 
With merry dance and myttic fong. 
Round, yew o’er, the nuptial bed, 
Your true-love knots and garlands {pread 
And, while you tread the fragrant ring, 
Thus your Hymengals fing,-— 


“ Cynthia meets her Danton’s flame, 
Damon weds the matchle!s dame ; 
Pure and conftant blaze the fire, 
Ever warm with new defire ! 
So peer that all our aéfions guide, 
the bridegroom, blefs the bride!’’ 


Long and happy becheir life, 
Free from care rie tee from ftrife ; 
Every nuptial joy pofleffing, 
Each the other {till careiling ; 
Peace her influence round them fhed, 
Smiling infants grace their bed ! 
Plenty crown their generous board, 
Health her richeft {weets afford ! 
Every bleffing round them blooming, 
*Till time,at length with hand confuming, 
Bids them fleep their life away, 
* And wake in realms of endlefs day.” 


Philadelphia, 
September 12th, 1757. 
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GE orGIA. 


R. Extis’s acceffion to this 
government has had a hap- 
py influence upon their public mea- 
fures. ‘That fpirit of party and con- 
tention which was rifing in it, fo 
deftructive to a young country, ef- 
cially at this time of danger, has 
Goes quelled, and by his indefati- 
gable zeal, unanimity has been re- 
ftored and the bufinefs of the coun- 
try carried on with remarkable har - 
mony. The aflembly have pafied 
feveral ufeful aéts, viz. An AG for 
the better fettling the Province, by 
which an afylum for feven years is 
granted to all debtors coming to 
tettle among them (excepting from 
fome part of South-Carolina 5 an act 
to reftrain the carrying provifions to 
St. Augufline with: chcencs, where 
the Spamiards were laying in great 
ftores and might have a fapply of 
cattle, &c. from Georgia, driven 
fouthward by the way of Ogeachy. 
An aét for conftrufting feveral forts. 
When thefe aéts were paffed the af- 
fembly was adj tothe 12th 
of this month. 

The abilities of this province are 
yet but fmall, and as it is a very imm- 
portant barrier to the other colonies 
againft the French, Spaniards and 
fome ofthe mof powerful and na- 
merous Judian nations, it deferves 
partieelar notice. The atiembly 
themfelves defcribe their fituation 
in firong terms to governor £//is in 
a mmeflage at their lait fetting. 
“ The melancholy fate of this co- 
Jony awakens im us every appre- 
henfion that can refult from a 
knowlege of the moft intimate 
and complicated danger. To 
find ourfelves in a country furroune 
ded with moft cruel and infolent 
favages, abfolutely deftituse of eve- 
ty means of defending ouitelves 
from their barbarities in cafe of a 
rupture, without any forts that are 






not utterly in ruins, or artillery but 
what are in a manner unfit for fer. 
vice ; without magazines, or funds 
to erect them, without any troops 
ftationed here, fave twenty odd 
rangers (raifed in the hurry of an 
alarm) yet uneftablifhed, unpaid, 
undifciplined ; without any veflel of 
war for the proteétion of our coaft; 
with but few inhabitants, and thof 
poor, and widely difperfed over the’ 
province; open on the one fide to 
every incurfionof the /rdians, and 
on the other expofed to every infult 
from the-moft inconfiderable of the 
enemies vefiels. In fuch a fituation 
our ali is precarious !"——-We hear 
that part of the forces in South- 
Carolina are now ordered to their 
protection. 


Soutn-CaRroLrma. 


From this Colony we have no 
late intelligence. His excellency. 
governor Littleton, attended by col. 
Bouquet, has been vifiting the forts 
in the fouthern parts of the pro- 
vince. There isa fine military fpi- 
rit among the gentlemen of the 
country, and a club formed fcr pro- 
moting it, which is encouraged by 
their governor. 

They are likewife very attentive 
to the improvement of their indico 
manufactory, of which commodity 
lb. 754,218 has been exported be- 
tween Now. and Auguf lait ; and we 
hear that they have found an eafy 
and infallible method, by a new 
procefs, of making indico of the 
beft quality, equal to any French In- 
dico that can be produced, either 
the Guatimola Frora, the fine 
Buuve, orthe brightCorprer. A 
gentlemen of the name of Meli- 
champ has the honour ofthis difco- 
very, Which promifes to make this 
colony and that of Georgia, the” ri- 
cheft, ard of moft confideration of 
any in America, 


By 
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By our lat aceounts we learn alfo that 
the meafures taken by’ this government 
with the Creets, and Chickefaws, promife 
to keep thefe powerful nations of Jndians 
Rtill in our intereft, 


NORTH-CAROLINA. 
Our accounts from thiecolony relating 


chiefly to its general itate, the meafures 
concerted for its defence, and number of 


, , men in pay, with the change madein the 


(face ofits public affairs fince the acceffion 

of hisexcellency governor Dodds to the 
government, would require too much 
soom to be inferted this month, 


VIRGINIA. 


From Williamsburg O€tober 7th we 
Jearn “ that the hon. Edmond Atkin, Efq 
bis majefty’s fuperintendent of Indian at- 
fairsin the fouthern diftriét, returned from 
the weflern froutiere of the dominion of 
Virginia, having fettled affairs with the 
Cherokees to satisfaction, and entered into 
the fame regulations with them as before 
with the Catawhes, for their affif- 
tance, from which it is hoped the back 
inhabitants will enjoy more quiet for the 
future. None of the late public tranfac- 
“ome of this government are yet come to 


) 


MARYLAND. 


Laft month there was 2 new eleftion of 
members forthe lower houie of aflembly 
in this province, which met at the city of 
Annapilis Sept.*28th, and col. Hooper one 
of the members for Dorcbejier county was 
chofen fpcaker. The lik of the other 
gentlemen returned fhall be in our next, 
with an account ofthe bufineis of their 


preient feffions. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Saturday the firft of thie month bei 
the anniverfary election throughout this 
province, and the lowercounties, for repre- 
fentatives in aflembly, the following geh- 


tlemen were chofen, viz. 


For Philadelphia county, Haac Norris, 
Jofeph Fox, Thomas Leech, Fobn Highs, 
Soin Baynton, Daniel Roberdeau, Foft 
Galloway, Richard Pearn, and Ps 
for the city, William Majters, and Benja- 
min Franklin. 

For Chejier cousty, ‘Fo'eph Gibbons, 
George  Afebridge, Fohn Morton, Roger 
Hunt, Ifaac Wayne, Nath aniel Grabb, Hugh 
Trimble, and * Jofuua Ajve. 


For Backs county; William Smmth, Fobn 
Abrabam Denormandie, Griffith Owen, Tho- 
mas Blackledge, Gabriel Vanhorne, James 
—_ Richard Walker and * Amos Strick 
and. 

For Lancafter County, James Wright, 
James Webb, Emanucl Carpentcr, and *I/sae 
Saunders, 

For York county, John Wright and David 
M’ Connaughy. 

For Cumberlana county, William Allen, 
and * col. John Stanwix (member of parli- 
ament for the city of Carlijle, ) 

For Berés county, Thomas Yorte, and 
or Northampton coanty, William Plum/ted. 
N. B. Thoie marked * are new members. 
For the lower Government. 

For Newcaltle county, Taomas Montz 
mery, Jobn F nney, Thomas Couch, Fobn 
Vaunce, William Armjtrong, and Evsa 
Rice. ‘ 

For Kent county, John Caton, Fedn Vi- 
ning, Benjamin Chew, Toomas Clarke, An 
drew Caldwell, and ‘John Brincéle. 

For Sujfex couuty, Facod Kollovk, Faced 
Kollick, jun. David Hall, Benjamin Bur- 
ton, Fofiah Martin, aud Jobs Newbold. 


On the 14th of this month, the aflembly 
met andunanimoufly chofe J/aac Norris, 
Eig; their fpeaker forthe enfuing year, 
but it not being the ufual time of bufinefs, 
and hishonour the governor being oblig’d 
to give hisattendancein the lower coun- 
ties, they adjourned, afterathort fetting, 
tothe iff week of January next. 

The aflembly of the lowcr counties 
have made choice of Benjamin Chew, Eiq; 
attorney-generab of this province, to bs 
their fpeaker, and proceeded direétly ta 
bufinefs, his honour the governor having 
metthem on faturday 22d of this month, 
The account of theirproceedingsthall be 
im our next, as their feffionsare not yet 
clofed. We hear they are about renewing 
their militia law lal gusting money for 
the king’s ufe, 

The Indians ftill continue to repeat 
their ravages on the frontiers of this pro- 
vince. We have accounts this month of 5 
children carried off, and three men kill d 
and fcalped, by them, Onthe 2>5th his 
majefty’s thip Wager of 20 guns, capt 
Shermure fell down for Famaiec, taking un- 
der, his. convoy the fleet for thatplace con 
fifting of about 24 fail, chiefly loaded with 
king’s ftores.and other provifions for that 
ifland. A very fine barracks is now erec- 
ting to the northwardofthis city. ina 
pleafant fitwation, atthe expence of the 
province. So confiderable a-work will be 
entitled to a fuller defcription from ws 
than we have room fer at prefent. 


NEW-JERSEY 
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NEW-JERSEY. 

On the death of his Excellency Jona 
than Belcher, E{y; the government of this 

rovince devolved upon his excellency 

bomas Pownal, E{g; governor of the Ma- 
fachufets, by virtue of a commiffion of 
lieut. governor of the Ferfeys, granted to 
him by his Majelty upwards of two years 
ago. Upon receiving an account of Mr. 
Belcher’s death, Mr. Pownal fet out for 
the Fer/eys, and having convened a guc- 
rum of his council at Trenton, opened his 
commiffion and took the ufnal qualifica- 
tons, af Jieutenant rnor. He gave 
public affurances of his readinefs to do 
every thing in his power for the benefit 
of the province, and departed immediate- 
ly back to Boflom, at which place he ar- 
rived on friday the 7th of this month ; 
the government of the {fas in hie 
abfence, being adminiftred by the prefi- 
dent of the council, the honourable Jobs 
Readin > Efq; 


NEW-YORK. 


His excellency the Earl of Loudoun em- 
barked from this place for Albany on 
thuriday 20th Ofober. And we learn that 
in the general wallpacket-boat, the laft 
from England, came paflenger, a feaman 
named Edward Mariner taken at Ofwego, 
who, with about 299 more, failed from 
Ie the 18th of Fuly laft, in a car- 
tel, and arrived at Plymouth in England 28 
days aftet. He informs that when he left 
Canada, thére were only 8 regiménts of 
resulars in that provi nd not one fhip 
of war in the Harbour of Quedeck ; but that 
in going down thé river St. Lawrence. 
they mét about 20 fail of tranfports, un- 
der convoy of 2 men of war and a frigate, 
going up from Old France. He informs 

urther that the brave col, Peter Schuyler, 

of the Jer/ey forces taken at Ofwego, is ftill 
kept in Canada, but was in g health, 
and the great {upport of many Exglifh pri- 
foners there, who would fulfer great ex- 
tremities, iftheydid not recéive frequent 
afliftance from his liberal hand. Provi- 
fions were very f{rarce there at that time, 
and it was faid that the remainder of the 
mee would be fent to O/d France this 
fall. 

From U/fer county in this colony we 
hear of frequent ravages {till committed by 
the Indians, notwithftanding its affinity to 
fo large an army of our foldiers, Indeed 
it feems next to impoffible for any force 
whatfoever, entirely to guard againft the 
depredations of thefe (kulking murderers. 
A number ofartificers are at work on the 
common, nearfrefh water behind the city 
of New-Yotk, vo ert&t d ratigt of barracks; 
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422 feet in length, capable of receiving a 
bout 1000 foldiers. This building is to be 
finithed at theexpence of the corporationy 
and carried on with ali poffible expedition. 


HALLIFAX. 


On the 4th of OFober, vice admiral Hal 
bourne arrived at this place in the Newark 
of So guns and 9 or 10 other fhips, from ‘¢ 
cruize off Low séurg, in a thattered condi- 
tion, On faturday the 24th of Sprember, 
a moft violent ftorm arole, the wind S. Sig 
E, and S. by E. which continued the 
greateft part oftheday following. The 
fhips neareft the land were obliged to come 
to an anchor ; and one ofthem, the Tilbu - 
ry of60 guns, capt. Barn/ley, after cutting 
away her maft, parted hercables and was 
drove on the rocks off Cape Foucett, where 
fhe ftove to pieces and was entirely loft # 
none of the people , by account being fav’d. 
Capt. Croxton and lieut. Dugdale with so 
grenadiers of Warburton; were on board 
this veflel. The Ferret loop is alfo fup- 
pofed to beloft. The Nottingham of 60 
guns, the dnvincible of 74, Graften, 
Najfau, and Prince Frederick of 70 each, 
Devonfoire of 66, Sunderlandand Eagle of 
60, Centuriou of $0 and Nightingale of 20 
were all difmafted and fuftained other 
confiderable lofs in their rigging &c. The 
Captain of 70 guns had ten feet water in 
her hold and was with much difficulty 
faved. The Terrible of 74 guns, the Nor- 
thumberland and Somerfet ot 70, the King- 
fton and Windjor of 60 efcaped fafe, and 
the Bedford of 70, Defiauce of So pat 
Lightning fire thip fuftained but little lots 


ear admiral Sir Charles ve 4 hoifted his’ 


flag on board the Windfor, and with the Ip- 
vin-ible, Sunderland, Captain and Defiance, 
failed for England. The Naffaw and 
Grafton are gone to Newfoundland. Se-~ 
veral of the Ships threw part of their 
Guns overboard in the ftorm, to the a- 
mount of roo, After it was over, the 
admiral fent the Lightning Firefhip to 
look into Louisbourg harbour, to hearn- 
What damage the French fleet ma 

have fuftained ; but we have not yet heard 
Of her return, Doubtlefs they muft allo’ 


have fuffered greatly, elfe they would ~ 


have come out-againft our fleet, which" 
lay near two days off the mouth of the’ 
harbour after the ftorm, and could mot 
have made a very great refiftance. 


N. B. The aécounts from C cone 
Rhode-Ifland, Bofton and the Weft-Indies 


account of births, marriages, prefermenté, 


deaths, new books &- 


| 


muft be delayed forthis month, with our 





! 










America. For tho’ we 








BEEKESSESLELSESLAL SESE 582 


PDP PUPVPV PDD DVD PPL INP I PPG PBB DID PP POPP 


SSESSES TTS FFF FSS SSE SS FST EGS 
The AMERICAN MAGAZINE &c. 





PE.f FA CE 


T has long been matter of juft complaint, among fome of the 

beft friends of our national commerce and faiety, that the 
important concernsof thefe Colonies were but little ftudied and lefs 
underftood inthe mother-country, even by many pf thofe, who 
have fuftained the higheft offices of truftand dignity in it. But 
fuch is the nature of human affairs, that events, in themflves 
otherwife the moft a andthe leaft to be defiréd, are 
fometimes attended with real and unexpected good. 


This has, in fome degree, been the cafe of the prefent war in 

oon not much elfe to boalt from it, yet it 
has been productive of one truly defireable eff-ét. It has rendered 
this country, at length, the object of a very general attention, and 
it feems now become as much the mode, among thofe who would 
be.ufeful or confpicuous in the ftate, to feekan acquaintance with 
the affairs ofthefe colonies, their conftitutions, interefts and com- 
merce, as it had been before to look uponfuch matters as things 
ofinferior or fecondary eonfideration, 


This favorable difpofition, if duly cultivated, may have 2 hap- 
PY influence, and become a means notonly of reftoring us to our 

rmer tranquility, but likewife of placing us on amore fécure and 
refpe&able footing for the future. But {till ic is compl.ined, that 
the difficulty of acquiring any tolerable notion of Americas a‘tairs 
has been difcouraging to many: The accounts tranfmitted from 
thence by private perfons bear too frequent marks of party to be 
of any great ufc, and are fometimes even contradictory to each o- 
ther. Nor canthisdefect befupplied by news papers. ‘Thefe, 
we acknowlege, are of the utmoti uf for giving a fpeedy circula- 
tion to any occurrence of public moment, by which means the fpi- 
rit of liberty is kept awake and the deligns of tyranny and embi~ 
tion often detected and defeated, before they cantake-eflec:. And, 
ia this view, fuch performances are worthy of all poilible encou- 
ragcment 
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ragement among a free people, andthe authors or compilers of 
them are not to be ranked among theleaft ufeful members of the 
community. But ftill, asworks of this kind can pretend to, nothing 
more than an account of faéts as they happen, in their fingle irre 
lative ftate, without waiting theirconfirmation or iflue, in order to 
trace them from their caufes and conneét them with their confe- 
quences, they mult be very defective in the moft material parts 
of a hiftorical chronicle, mot to mention how liable they are to be 
loft in their loofe and detached manner of publication. 


It is evident, then, that an undertaking calculated to give per- 
fons at a diftance a juft idea of the public ftate of thefe American 
colonies, or to give one colony an idea of the public ftate of anos 
ther, muft be fomething executed on a different plan from com- 
mon gazettes, and which'will by no means te with their des 
fign, nor limit them in their circulation and ufe. In thort, it mufk 
be femething that is durable in its. nature, and convenient for 
being tranfmitted and preferved entire, for future as well as pre- 


+ 


fent reading. 


Upom thefe and the like confiderations, it. was propofed by 
fome bodkfellers and others in London, foon after the commence- 
ment of the prefent war, to fome perfons inthis city who were 
thought to have abilities and leifure for the work, to undertake a 
Monthly Magazine for thecolonies, offering at the fame time 10 
procure confiderable encouragement for it in all parts of 
Great-Britain and Ireland. The perfons, to whom the propofa} 
was made, approved of the defign, but gave for anfwer, that, it 
it was to be a work of general ufeforall the Brith colonies, and 
not confined to the affuirs of a few particular ones, it could not be 
carried on without eftablifhing an extenfive correfpondence with 
men of leifure and learning in all parts of merica, which would 
require fome time anda confiderable expence. This, however, 
has at’ length been happily ¢ftected, and proper perfons are now 
engaged in the defign not only in all the different governments 
on this continent, but likewife in moft of the Wejt-India Milands. 


How far they are qualified for fuch an undertaking, time will 
fhew. Thus much we may fay that the fociety of nanagers here, 
as well as their correfpondents abroad, are perfons whofe talentsand 
views in life are very different, and that neither religious nor party 
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ditinStions, nor any other confideration out the intrinfic merit of 
thofe concerned, had any fhare in pointing them out to bear a 

art of the work. Some-are accordingty of one temper and dif- 
polition, and fome of another. Some are grave and ferious, 
while others are gay and facetious; fome have a turn tor matters 
of {tate and government, while othersare led to the ttudy ‘of 
commerce, agriculture or the mechanic arts ; {ome indulge them- 
felves in the belles-lettres and in produCtions of wit and fancy, 
while others are wrapt up in fpeculation and wholly bent on the 
abitrufer parts of philofophy and {cieace. 


From a fociety thus conftituted, there is fuff:cient reafon to ex- 
pect all that variety and entertainment, together with a'l that 
impartiality and candor, which ought to diitinguifh works of this 
nature, We fhall not hefitate, therefore, to promifey that the 
greatelt care will be taken to do equal jultice to the affairs ot eve- 
ry colony, their literary productions and public-fpirited under- 
takings, their improvements in arts and the feveral branches of 
commerce, their natural curiofities and other advantages of {ail 
and climate; nor fhall any fociety or. party, religious or political, 
have real caufe co accufe us of giving an unjult preference to any 
of them, as we hope for encouragement among them ail. 
From the nature of our plan, we fhall readily admit what is of- 
fered - with decency by any denomination of men, and fhail {el- 
dom venture oyr own ju igment on fubjects of a controverfial na- 
ture. 


In treating of public matters we fhall be very careful to lay no- 
thing beforethe world which might either weaken us as a nation, 
or be of advantage for the enemies of our country to 
know. But, on the other hand, we fhall think it our duty to 
give: our readers fuch an authentic accountof every thing rela- 
ting to their own happinefs and fafety, as a free people have a right 
to expect; and, as we are independent in our fituation, nu power 
Whatfoever fhail either awe or influence us, in the difcharge of fo 
effential a part of our engagement with the public. 


This work will.be carried on in fix half fheets each month, as 
nearly as pyilible on the following plan; leaving to ourfelves 
tue liberty ot improving or amending it, as occafien may require. 
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6 PREFACE 


The firf? and fecond halffheets will contain an account of 
Evropean ArFarrs, and particularly thofe of Great- Britain 
and her allies, with the moft remarkable debates in parliament, 
controverfies among the learned, and other material occurrences. 


The third half theet will bea PHtLosopHicar MIscELianyy 
containing the neweft difcoveries and improvements in any of the 
branches of philofophy, natural hiftory, agriculrure, mathema- 
tics or the mechanic arts, made either by the Léterats in other 
parts of the worid, or by.our ingenious corre/pondents in Awzeré~ 
ca; whofe productions of this kind will always be received by us 
with fingular pleafure, as itis one principal part of our defign to 
propagate a love of knowlege in all parts of this young country. 


Our fourth half fheet and part of the fifth are fet afide for 
Monrtniy Essays, in profe andverfe. This, we hope, will 
not be the Jeaft valuable. part of our work. Some perfons of 
known abilities are engaged to furnifh a feries of papers for it on 
the moft important fubjects, and of different kinds, humorous, fe- 
rious, critical, poetical, religious &c. And we fhall think our- 
felves under particular obligations for every effay that may be 
communieated to us by others, fo far as they tend to promoté 
peace and good government, induftry and public fpirit, alove of 
Eiperty and our excellent conftitution, and above alla venera- 
ten of our holy undehled CHristianiry; for which particular 
fubject, one paper will be fetapart and kept facred, during the 
whole continuance of this work. Any pieces that may be‘of- 
fered inconfiltent with thefe good ends, will be fteadily rejected, 
from whatfoever quarter they come. In this part ot our work alfo, 
will be occafionally inferted fuch curious productions in profe or 
verfeas have come abroad in America before the commencement 
of our magazine, and fecm worthy of a longer duration than 


they would otherwifé have in their former detached manner of 
publication, 


The remainder of our fifth half fheet will contain ahiftory of 
the prefent war in North-America, and ofevery thing relating to, 
er connieted with it. This hiltory we fhall begin as far back 2s 
the year 1749, and no further. For we conceive it impoflible, in 
the compafs of a magazine, to give a general hiftory ofa}} the co- 
lentes from their firft fettlement, that wouldbe of muchufe to a 
readcr, without aiting a confiderable number of years for the 
conclulion of ir, In 
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In the hiftory we propofe, we fhall begin with a refutation of 


many fcandalous charges againft our nation, contained jn three 

» volumes \ately tranflated here, with refpect to our conduct 
on the Ohio, and the caules of the prefent war. In doing this ws 
fhall have the advantage of many original papers *and other 
helps, which could not be procured inany place fo well as in this 
province ; and, as the title to fu large a part of our country is the 
fubje&t in debate, we hopeto be favored with every light on this 
head which can be afforded us. Whenchis hiftory fhall be brought 
down fo far as to coincide with the date of our magazine, it wiil 
then be carried on monthly, taking the occurrences as they happen, 


The fixth half fheet will contain the particular monthly tran 
factions. in each colony, the account of new books both here 
and in Great-Britain, preferments, births, marriages, deaths, 
arrivals of fhips, prices current, and other articles common in the 


Jaft half fheet of magazines, 


Thisis the plan of our work, and as no painsnor expence {hall 
be {pared in the execution of it, we Hatter ourfelves it will meet 
with proportionable encouragement. Wethink we have every ad- 
vantage for carrying it on, which this new world-can afford, We 
are placed in the center of the Bréti{h colonies, ina city that has 
an extenfive commerce and immediate communication with all our 
other fettlements. We have alfotheopportunity of decorating 

work with engravings of every fort, tor demonftrations in ma- 
thematics, and other neceflary cutsand figures, by means of a1 
able workman refiding among us. 


i. 





*,° Asthis part of our work is affigned for the Affairs of Europe, we ins 
tend in our next, by way of introduétion, to give our readers a fhort {ketch 
of the ftate of Europe and the feveral leading powers thereof, with their in- 
terefts, alliances and political views. But the inferting the above prefac> 
has obliged us for this firft month to vary a little from our plan, and has 
left us room only for a few loofe articles on European affairs. We have al- 
fo,for the fame reafor,been obliged to fay but little on American affairs,and 
entirely to delay, till our next, the. beginning with our propofed hiftory of 
the prefent war and apfiver to the French Volumes. 


GREAT-BRITAIN and FRANCE. onder his royal highnefs the duke of Cum- 

berland andhis Prafian majefty, and the 

HE attention ofour mother couns _—fecret expedition under the three admirals 

try, by our lateftaccounts, wasdi- Hawke, Knowles, and Broderick. We thal 

vided beeween font grand objeéts, — colleét a few Articles on the three aft, re- 
the affairs of America, under his excellen- —_ferving che firit te its proper place. 

ty the carl of Loudoun, thele of the empire On 








EUROPEAN 


On the 26th of Faly there wasan action 
at Hajtewbect.(a Village 28 miles S. E. of 
the city of Hinnover) between the French 
army commanded by marfhal d’Etrees, 
and the Hanxoverians under his royal 
highnefs the duke, in which the latjer 
were worfted. We learn that the French 
army was almoft double of ours, confilting 
of about 90,000 men, and that their victo- 
ry coftthem dear. His royal highnefs, in 
the difpofition of his troops, fhewed him- 
felf to be avery great General, even by the 
ecknowlegment of the enemy. He had 
the river Hame/en on his right, Hajtenbeck 
in his front, and his left covered by a 
thick wood. Hisroyal highneis was on 
horieback by day light, reconnoitering the 
enemy. The cannonading began a little 
efter 5 andthe engagement foon became 
general. The Hannoverians and Heffians 
fought obftinately for fix hours, ’till their 
tongues hung out with fatigue. But the 
eneniy by their great fuperiority of num- 
bers gained ground, and being in pofleffion 
ofaneminence that flanked both our Jines 
of infantry, and our battery, from which 
they could notbe diflodged without the 
manifeft rifk of lofing agreatpart of our 
#imy, his royal highnefs thought proper 
to retreat, which he did in good order to 
Hamelen and then to Lebune, without any 
zttempt te hiader his march on the part of 
the enemy. 

We do not find, the lofs exa€ily afcer- 
tained on either fide. That of the French 
muft havebeen very confiderable. The 
Palatine troops in their firft ranks fuffered 
gréatly, as did the two Aujrian Battalions, 
The French make their ownlotsto be a- 
bout 103% private men and 17 officers 
killed, and the wounded 1159 private men 
and 118 cfficers. But by the accounts from 
the duke’s army the lo’s of the enemy is at 
leaft 3000, while our lo{%s at moft does 
not exceed toco killed and wounded. 

On the oth of Avguft the duke de Che- 
vreus with 2000 men twok pofleffion of 
Haanotey and the duke de Randan was im- 
mediately declared governor-general of 
that city and dutchy. To bailance thefe 
lofles, we are aflured thatthe army of his 
royal highneis is in great fpirits, encrea- 
fing daily ; and being now near 120,000 
ftrong, defire that the enemy may conie to 
a yeneral engacement. . In the Irench ar- 
mv wé hear thereare great defertions, and 
that the {uperieding the marfhall d@’Etrees 
immediately after his vitory, and giving 
the command to the duke de Richlieu, had 
occefioned much uneafinefs among them, 
Marihall d’Etrees quitted his comman 
i:g. 7th in the height of his. glory, loa- 
¢ed with honour and regretted by all who 
had ‘er ed under him, proceeding flowly 
to, 4ix la CD upelte ; andeven the Conhide- 
r.uion of his beineh tceeced by the dike 
4; Ridlicn, his fesior, aid ché® famons 
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conqueror of Minorca, was not fufficient 
to diipel their grief on this occafion, 

His majefty our gracious fovereign is 
faid to have received thé news of the ené- 
mies being in pefleifion of Hannover, his ca- 
pital, with great compofure of mind, thofe 
abouthim not perceivingany vifible change 
in his countenance, norany intermiffion of 
the bufineis he was upon. He has been 
further pleafed tq ordef 3000 more 
troops for our protection in America, who 
are foon expected at New-Jork. 

The forces deftined for the feeret expe- 
dition, by our laft accounts were encamped 
at theJjle of Wight; confiftingof 12 regi- 
ments commanded by lieutenant general 
fir John Mordaunt, major-general Conway 
and major general Cornwallis. Two B tta- 
lions, E,fingham’s firftand Stewart’; fecond, 
were on board the fleet, and the reft daily 
expeCting toembark. The fleet deftined 
for this expedition confifts of 18 thips of 
the line, 7 frigates, 2 firethips, 2 bombs 
and 3 hofpital fhips, and onthe 24th of 
Augu/t mott of thetn were at Spithead with 
the 3 admirals already mentioned, waiti 
the arrival of the tranfports. It muft be <- 
gainit fome place of confiderable ftrength 
that {fo great preparations ate made. “The 
French apprehenda defcent “pon Breff, St. 
Malo ot fome other important place, an@ 
threaten tolay Hannover in athes if any at~ 
tempt of that nature is made ; ypon which 
’tis faid fome high deWates have ariferi 
with refpeét to the prudence of fiich an 
expedition in our prefént fituation. 

We learn thata treaty is aétually » 
greed upon between Exglandand Spain of 
gicat importance. Both houfes of parlias 


ment ftood prorogued to Siprember zat; 


PRUSSIA, RUSSIA, &e: 


The affairs of his Prufian majefty 
fhould be next mentioned, but we have 
only recom to iniert a report, which wants 
confirmation, viz. that he had ~ latel 
gaineda vitory over the Aujirians. "Tis 
further faid that he has pepaees a fuipen = 
fion of hoftilities from the Raffans for a 
month, and that thére feems a great pre- 
bility cf his bringingthe Empreis Queen 
over to his fide or engaging her in a ftri¢t 
neutrality, which will give @ very great 
turn tothe affairsof Europe. ‘This s 
to be the more ftiongly crédited on ac- 
count of the motions ofher army in Pr- 
land, which aéts but flowly fince the ta- 
king of Meme/, while the Polifo nobiljty 
are concéfting meafurés to obftruét her 
vafiage thro’ theircountry. , Her fleet com 
hlting of 16 men of war in the harbour of 
Dantzick is alfo ina fickly condition and 
does not feem to intend any thing fudden- 
ly. . We hear alfo that the Swede watches 


* 


Eér mctions with a jealous eye, 
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The fellowing Paper, fromthe Univerfal Magazine for 
M.y 1757, we are perfuaded, will be agreeable to 


our American Readers. 


It 1s written with much 


god Senfe, and contains many firiking and ufeful 


Remarks. 
which we fo 


Some few Miftakes there are in it, 
M have Opportunities enough of correc= 


ting in the ‘Profecution of hts Vkork, 


fin Account of the Country at prefent the Seat cf War in 
* North-America, and of the or1g'nal Inbabitants of 
it, generally called the \ndians. ' 


T is now a well knowa, though 

unwelcome truth, that we too 
long negleéted owr Americaa colo- 
niet, efpecially thefe on the conti- 
neat, which require out particular 
notice ; as they may be made an in- 
exhauftible magazine of wealth ; 
and, if fuffered to fall into the 
hands of the French, prove fudch an 
acceflion to their already extended 
commerce and naval flrength, that 
Great Britain muft not only lofe 
her former luitre, but, dreadful even 
in thought! ceafe to be any longer 
gn independent power. Nay, thould 
every other fcheme fail, the fuccefs 
of this will inevitably accomplith the 
long projecied dehgn of that afpir- 
ing nation, for erecting an univerial 
monarchy; for, if France rule the 
ocean, her refources will enable her 
to fubject all Europe to her defpotie 
fway. She has been long fenfible 
of this ; and, accordingly, has put 
every artful fcheme in practice that 
feemed to promife fuccefs. The 
Indians, flic well knew, would 
prove an dnfurmountable obftacle 
to her projects, while they con- 
tinued firm friendsto the Enghifh. 
She, therefore, made ufe of every 
firatagem fhe couldinventto draw 
them over to her intereit; and it 
would have been happy forthe Bri- 
tith colonies, if the arts praétifed by 
the French had not been attended 
With daccets. 


The Indians, or Aborigines of 
America, throughout the whole 
extent of the two vaft continents 
which they inhabit, and amongft 
the infinite number of nations and 
tribes into which they are divided, 
differ very little from each other in 
their manners and cuftoms, and 
they all form a very ftriking pi€ture 
of the meft diftant antiquity. Who- 
ever confiders the Americans of 
this day, not only ftudies the mans 
ners of a remote prefent nation, but 
he fludies, in fome meafure, the 
antiquities of all nations; from 
which great lights may be thrown 
upon many parts of the ancient au- 
thors, both facred and profane. 

The people of America are tall, 
and ftraight in their limbs beyond 
the proportion of moft nations ; 
their bodies are ftrong; but of 2 
fpecies of ftrength rather fitted to 
endure much hardfhip, than to con - 
tinue long at any fervile work, by 
which they are quickly confumed ; 
it isthe ftrength of a beat of prey, 
rather than that of a beaft of bur- 
then. Their bodies and heads are 
flattith, the effeét of art; their fea- 
tures ate regular, but their counte- 
nances fierce; their hair long, 
biactk, lank, and as ftrong as that 
ofahorfe. Nobeards. The ¢o- 
lour of their fkin a reddifh brown, 
admiréd among them, and im- 


’ proved by the confant ufe of bear's 


tat and paint. 
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When the Europeans firft came 
into America, they found the peo- 
ple quite naked, except thofe parts 
which it is common for the moft 
uncultivated people to conceal. 
Since that time, they have generally 
a coarfe blankcé to cover them, 
which they buy of us. ‘The whole 
fathion of their lives is of a piece, 
hardy, poor, and fqualid; and their 
education from their infancy is 
folely direéted to fit their bodies for 
this mode of life, and to form their 
minds to infli€t and to endure the 
greateft evils. ‘Their only occupa- 
tions are hunting and war. Agri- 
culture is left to the women. Mer- 
chandife they contemn. When their 
hunting feafon is paft, which they 
gu thro’ with much patience, and in 
which they exert great ingenuity, 
znd their provifions once laid up, 
they pafs the reft of their time in an 
entire indolence. They fleep half 
the day in their huts, taey loiter 
and jeit among their friends, and 
they obferve no bounds or decency 
in their eating and drinking. Be- 
fore we difcovered them, they wan- 
ted {pirituous liquors ; but now, the 
acquirement of thefe is what gives 
a {pur to their induftry, and enjoy- 
ment totheirrepofe. This is the 
principal end they purfue in their 
treaties with us ; and from this they 
fuffer inexpreffible calamities ; for, 
having once begun to drink, they 
can preferve no meafure, but con- 
tinue a fucceflion of drunkennefs as 


Jong as their means of procuring li- - 


quor laits. Inthis condition they 
lie expofed on the earth to all the 
inclemency of the feafons, which 
waltes them by a train of the moft 
fatal diforders. They perifhin ri- 
vers and marfhes; they tumble into 
the fire; and very frequently mur- 
der cach other; and, in fhort, ex- 
cefs in drinking, which in us us ra- 
ther immoral than very detractive, 


amongft this uncivilized people, 
who have not artenough to guard 
againft the confequence of their vi- 
ces, is a public calamity. The few 
amongft them who live free from 
this evil, enjoy the reward of their 
temperance in a robuft and healthy 
old age. ‘The diforders which a 
complicated luxury has introduced, 
and fupports in Europe, are ftran- 
gers here. 

The charaéter of the Indians is 
ftriking. They are graveeven © 
abe in their deportment upon a- 
ny ferious occafion; obfervant of 
thofe in company ; refpeétful to the 
old ; of atemper cool and delibe- 
rate; by which they are never in 
hafte to fpeak before they have 
thought well upon the matter, and 
are fure the perfon who {poke _be- 
fore them had finifhed all he had to 
fay. They have, therefore, the grea- 
teft contempt for the vivacity of the 
Europeans, who interrupt each o- 
ther, and frequently fpeak all to- 
gether. Nothing is more edifying 
than their behaviour in their publie 
councils and .afiemblies. Every 
man there is heard in his turn, ac- 
cording as his years, his wifdom, or 
his fervices to his country have ran- 
ked him. Nota word, not a whif- 


‘per, not a murmur is heard from 


the reft, while he fpeaks. No in- 
decent condemnation, no ill.timed 
applaufe. The younger fort attend 
for their Inftruction. Here they 
learn the hiftory of their nation ; 
here they are inflamed with the 
fongs of thofe who celebrate the 
warlike actions of their anceftors ; 
and here they are taught what are 
the interefts of their Country, and 
how to purfue them, 

There is no people amongft 
whom the laws of hofpitality ‘are 
more facred, or executed with more 
generolity aud good-will. Their hou- 
les, their provifion, even their 


young 
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oung women are not enough to o- 
lige a gueft. To thofe of their own 
nation they are likewife very hu- 
mane and beneficent. Has any one 
of them fucceeded ill in his hunt- 
ing? Has his harveft failed? Or 
is houfe been burned? He has 
no @ther effect of his misfortune, 
than tbat it gives him an opportu- 
‘nity to oe the benevolence 
and regard of his fellow citizens, 
whe for that purpofe have all things 
almoftin common. But to the e- 
ies of his country, or to thofe 
who have privately offended, the 
American is implacable. He€ con- 
ceals his fentiments, he appears re- 
eonciled, until by fomertreachery or 
furprize he hasan opportunity of 
executing an horrible revenge. No 
length of time is fufficient to allay 
his ref€ntment ; no diftance of place 
reat enough to protect the object. 
e croffes the fteepeft mountains,he 
pierces the moft impracticable fo- 
réfts, he traverfes the moit hideous 
bogs and defarts for feveral huh- 
dreds of miles, bearing the incle- 
mency of the feafons, the fatigue of 
the expedition, the extremes of 
hunger and thirlt with patience and 
cheasfulnefs, in hopes of furprifing 
his enemy, on whom he exercifes 
the moft thocking barbarities, even 
to the eating of his flefh. To fuch 
extremes do the Indians pufh their 
friendfhip or their enmity ; and fuch 
indeed in general is the character of 
all trong and uncultivated minds. 
Notwithftanding this ferocity, no 
people have their anger, er at leait 
the fhew of their anger, more under 
their command. From their infan- 
cy they are formed with care to en- 
dure {coffs, taunts, blows, and e- 
very fort of infult patiently, or at 
leaft with a compofed countenance. 
This is one of the principal objects 
of their education. They efteem 
nothing fo unwerthy a man of fenfe 
and conftancy, as a peevifh temper, 
and a pronenefsto a fudden and 
rafh anger. And this fo far has an 


effe&, that quarrels happen as 





rarely amongft them when they are 
not intoxicated with liquor, as does 
the chief caufe ofall quarrels, hot 
and abufive language. But human 
nature is fuch,, that as virtues may, 
with proper management, be en- 
grafted upon almott all forts of vi- 
cious paffions, fo vices naturally 
grow out ofthe eft difpofitions, 
and are the confequence of thofe 
regulations that produce and ftreng- 
then them. This is the reafon that 
when the paffions of the Americans 
are roufed, being fhut up, as it 
were, and converging into a narrow 
point, they becomé€ more furious ; 
they are dark, fullen, tréacherous, 
and unappeafable. 

A people who live by hunting, 
who inhabit mean cottages, and are 
given to change the place of their 
habitation, are feldom very reli- 
gious. ‘The Americans have fcarce 
any temples. We hear indeed of 
fome, and thofe extremely magni- 
ficent, amongft, the ancient Mexi- 
cans and Peruvians ; but the Mexi- 
cans and Peruvians were compara - 
tively civilized nations. Thole we 
know at prefent in any partof A- 
merica are no way comparable to 
them. Some appear to have very 
little idea of God. Others entertain 
better notions ; they hald the exif- 
tence of a Supreme Being, eternal 
and incorruptible, whq has power 
over ali. Satisfied with owning this, 
which is traditionary amongft them, 
they give him na fort of worfhip. 
There are indeed nations in Ame- 
rica, who feem to pay fome reli- 
gious homage to the fun and moon ; 
and as moit of them havea notion 
of fome invifible beings, who con- 
tinually intermeddie in their affairs, 
they difcourfe much of demons, 
nymphs, fairies, or beings equiva- 
lent, ‘They have ceremonies too, 
that feem to fhew they had once a 
more regular form of religious wor- 
fhip ; for they make a fort of obla- 
tion of their firft fruits» obferve 
certaia ceremonies at the full moon, 
and asve in their feftivals many 

things 
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thin at very probably came 
from a religious origin, though they 
perform them as things handed 
down tothem from their anceftors, 
without knowing or, enquiring 4- 
bout the reafon, Ti agh without 
religion, they abound in no {fuper- 
ftitions as, it js common for thofe to 
do, whofe fubfiftenes depends, like 
theirs, upon fortine. Great obfer- 
vers of omens and dreams, and 
pliers into futurity with great ca- 
gernefs, they abound in “ divinersy 


augurs, and magicians, whom theys. 0 


rely: much uponmip all affairs that” 
concern the Whether of health, 
war, or hunting. | Their = phyfic, 








which may rather a. magic, 
is exitirely in the hand prieits, 
The fick are naturally prone‘to fu- 
perftition, and human helpin fuch 
cafes is generally found fo weak, 
that it is no wonder that, in all 
countries and ages, people have »a- 
muted themfelves in that difmal 
circumttance of human nature, with 
the hope of fupernateral affiltance. 
Their phyficians generally treat 
them, in whatever diiorder, in the 
fame way. ‘Thatis, they firft in- 
clofe them ina narrow cabbin, in 
the midft of which isa flone red- 
hot, on which ‘they throw water 
until the patient is well foaked with 
the .warm vapour, and his own 
fweat; then they harry him trom 
this bagnio, and plunge him fud- 
denly intothe next river, This is 
repeated as often as they judge ne- 
ceflary, and by this method, extra- 
ordinary cures are fometimes per- 
formed. Butit frequently happens 
too, that this rude method kills the 
the patient inthe rery operation, 
elpecially in thenew diforders bro’t 
ta them from Europe; and it is 
partly owing to this manner of pro- 
ceeding, that the {mall pox has 
proved fo much more fatal to them 
thante us, It mujt not be denied, 
that they have the ufe of fome {pe- 
cifics of awonderful efficacy; the 
pewer of which they howe: gg attri 
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bute to the magical: ceremonies 
with which they are conftantly ad- 
miniftered. ; 
Liberty, in its fulleft extents 
the darling pafion of the Arerigs 
cans. To this they facrifice every. 
thing. This is what sakes oy 
uncertainty and want {upport 
them ; and their education is direc- 
ted in fucha manner as to cherifl 
this difpofitron to the utmoft. They 
are indulged in all manner of liber- 
ty; they are never, ™ any ac- 
schattifed with blows 5 they 
are even chided. Reafon, 
they fay, will guide their children, 
when they cometo the ule of it; 
and, befolughat time, their faults 
cannot be very great. But .blows 
might abate the free and ¢nartial 
fpirit which makes the glory _of 
their people, and might te at 1¢ 
fenfe of honour duller, by the habit 
ofa flavith motive to aétion. When 
they are grown up, they experience 
nothing like command, ‘depen- 
a or fubordifation; even 
rong perfuadion  j&..anduitrioufly 
cen Bi by thofe Oibnarcanait 
ence amongft them, as what may 
look too like command, and appear 
a fort of violence offered to their 
wil. 
On the fame principle, they 
know no punifhment but death. 
They lay no fines, becaufe they 
have no way of exacung them from 
freemen, and the death, which 
they fometimes infliét, is rather 4 
confequence of a fort of war de- 
clared againft a publicenemy, than 
than an act of judicial power execu- 
‘ted onacitizen or fubjeét.. This 
free difpofition is general; and, 
though fome tribes are found in 
America, with an Head whom we 
call a King, his power is rathér 
perfuafive than coereive, and he is 
reverenced asa. father, moré than 
feared asa Monarch. He has no 
guards, no prifons, no Officers of 
juftice. The other forms of Govern- 
ment, which may be confidered > a 
ort 
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‘have no more 
ige? trer is the more com- 
» North America In fome 
- there are a kind of Nobility, 
whogvhen they come to years of dif- 
cretion, are intitled to a place and 
yore in the Councils of their nation. 
But amongft theFive nations, or Iro- 
quois, the moft celebrated common- 
wealth of North-America, and in 
fome other nations, thereis no o- 
ther qualification abfolutely mecefla- 
ry for their Head men, but age, 
with experience and ability in their 
affairs. However, there are gene- 
rally, in every tribe, fome particu- 
lar ftocks which they refpect, and 
who are confidered, in fome fort, 
as their Chiefs, unlefs they thew 
themfelves unworthy of that rank ; 
as} among the tribes themfelves, 
there are fome who, on account of 
their. mumber or bravery, have a 
pre eminence over the reity which, 
as if is not epacted with pride and 
infolence, nor maintained by tyran- 
ny, on one hand, fo it is never dif- 
puted, on the other, whe it is due. 

Their great Council is compofed 
of thefe Heads of tribesand fami- 
lies, with fueh*whofe capacity has 
elevated them to the fame degree of 
confideration. ‘They meet in a 
houfe, which they have in each of 
their towns for the purpofe, upon 
every folemn occafion, to receive 
Ambafiadors, to deliver them an 
anfwer, to fing their traditionary 
war fongs, or to commemorate 
their dead. Thefe Councils are 
pablic. Here they propofe all fuch 
matters as concern the ftatey which 
have already been digefted in the 
fecret Councils, at which none but 
the Head men aflift. Here it is 
that their orators employ, and 
difplay thofe talents which diftin- 
pull them for eloquence and 
csnowleé of public bufinefs; in 
both of whichfome of them are ad- 
mirable. None elfe {peak in their 
public. Councils; thefe are their 
Ambafladors, and thelg are the 
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Commiflioners who are appointed 
to treat of peace or alliance with o-~ 
ther nations. The chief {kill of 
thefe orators confifts in giving an 
artful turn to affairs, and in expref- 
fing their thoughts in a bold figu- 
rative manner, much ftronger than 
we could bear inthis part of the 
world, and with geftures equally vi- 
olent, but often extremely natural 
Zud expreflive. 

When. any bufinefs of confes 

uence is tranfacted, they appoint a 

aft upon the occafion, of which 
almoft the whole nation partakes. 
There are leffer feaftsaipon matters 
of leis general concern, to which 
none are invited, but they who are 
engaged in that particular bufnefs. 
Ac thefe feaits, it is againft all rule 
to leaveany thing; fo that, if they 
cannot coniume all, what remains i¢ 
thrown into the fire ; for they look 
upon fire as a thing facred, and, in 
all probability, thefe feafts were 
anciently facrifices. Before the en- 
tertainment is ready, the principal 
perfon begins a fong, the fubject of 
which is the fabulous or real hiftc- 
ry oftheir nation, the remarkable 
events which have happened, and 
whatever matters may make for 
their honour or inftruction. The o- 
thers fing intheir turn. They have 
dances too, with which they ace 
company their fongs, chicfly of a 
martial kind ; and no folemnity or 
public bufinefs is carried on with. 
out fuch fongs and dances. Every 
thing is traniacted amongft them 
with much ceremony; whichin a 
barbarous people is neceflary ; for 
hothing elfe could hinder all their 
affairs hein going to confufion ; be- 
fides that, the ceremonies contri- 
bute to fix all tranfactions the bet- 
ter in their memory. 

To help their memory, they 
have bits of {mall fheils or belts of 
different colours, which haveall a 
different meaning, according to 


their colour or arrangement. Af 
the end of every matter they dif- 
courle 
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courfe upon, when they treat with 
a forcign ftate, they deliver one of 
thefe belts. Ifthey fhould omit this 
ceremony, what they fay pafles for 
nothing. Thefe belts are carefully 
treafured up in each town, and they 
ferve for the public records of the 
nation ; and to thefe they occafion- 
ally have recourfe, when any con- 
tefts happen between them and 
¢beir neighbours. Oflate, as the 
matter of which thefe belts is made 
is grown fearce, they often give 
fome {kins inthe place of the wam- 
pum (for fo they cail this belt in 
their language) and receive, in re- 
turn, prefents of a more valuable 
nature ; for neither will they confi- 
der what our Commiffioners fay to 
be of any weight, unlefs fome pre- 
{ent accompanies each propofal. 
The fame Council of their El- 
cers, which regulates whatever re- 
ards the external policy of the 
Soa has the charge likewife of its 
internal peace and order. ‘Their 
fuits are few, and quickly decided, 
having neither property nor art e- 
nough to render them perplexed or 
tedious. Criminal matters come 
before «the fame jurifdiction, when 
they are fo flagrant as to become a 
national concern. In ordinary ca- 
fes, the crime is either revenged or 
compromifed by the parties con- 
cerned. If a murder is committed, 
the family, which has loft a rela- 
tion, prepares to retaliate on that of 
the offender. ‘They often kill the 
murderer ; and, when this happens, 
the kindred of the laft perfon flain 
Jook upon themfelves to be as 
much injured, and think themielves 
as much juttified in taking ven- 
geance, as ifthe violence had not 
begun amongft themfelves. But, 
in general, things are determined in 
a more amicable manner. ‘The of- 
fender abfents himfelf ; his friends 
fend a compliment of condolence 
to thofe of the party murdered ; 
prefents are offered, which are rare- 
ly refuleg ; the head of the family 


appears, who, in itm fpeech, 
delivers the prefents, which confift 
often of above fixty articles, every 
one of which is given to cancel 
fome part of the oddce: and to af- 
fuage the grief of the fuffering par- 
With the firft he fays, * By 

this I remove the hatchet from the 
wound, and make it fall out of the 
hands of him who is prepared to 
revenge the injury.” Withthe fe- 
cond, ‘ I dry up the blood of that 
wound ;” and fo on, in apt figures, 
taking away, one by one, all the ill 
confequences of the murder. As u- 
fual, the whole ends in mutual feaft- 
ing, fongs, and dances. If the 
murder is committed by one of the 
fame family or cabbin, that cabbin 
has the full right of judgment, 
without appeal, within itfelf, either 
to punifh the guilty with death, or 
to pardon him, or to force him to 
give fome recompence to the wife 
or children of the flain. All this 
while, the fupreme Authority of the 
nation looks on unconcerned, and 
never roufes its ftrength, nor exerts 
the fulnefs of a power more revered 
than felt, but upon fome fignal oc- 
cafion. Then the power eat e- 
qual tothe occafion. Every one 
haftens to execute the orders of 
their Senate ; nor ever was any in- 
flance of difloyalty or rebellion 
known amongft this people. Go- 
verned as they are by manners, not 
by laws, example, education, and 
the conftant practice of their cere- 
monies, give them the moft tender 
affeétion for their country, and in- 
fpire them with a moft religious 
regard for their conflitution and the 
cuftoms of their anceftors. The 
want of laws, and of an uniform 
ftrong coercive power, is not per- 
ceived in anarrow fociety, where 
every man has jis eye upon his 
neighbour, and where the whole 
bent of every thing they do is to 
firengthen thofe natural ties by 
which fociety is priacipaliy cemen- 
ted. Family love, rare among 
us, 
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us, is a national virtue amongft 
them, of which all partake. Friend- 
fhips there are, amongft them, fit to 
vie with fabulous antiquity; and, 
where fuch friendfhips are feen to 
grow, the families concerned con- 
gratulate themfelves, as upon an ac- 
quifition that promifesto them a 
mutual ftrength, and, to their na- 
tion, the greateft honour and ad- 
vantage. 

The lofs of any one of their peo- 
le, whether by a natural death or 
y war, islamented by the whole 
own he belongs to*. In fuch cir- 
“imaances, no bufinefs is taken in 
owever important, nor any 
ig permitted, however inte- 
the occafion, until all the 
ceremonies due to the dead 
Yar@ performed. Thefe are always 
performed with the greateft folem- 
nity. The dead body is wathed, 
anointed, and painted, fo as, in 
fome meafure, to abate the horrors 
of death. Then the women lament 
the lofs, withthe moit bitter cries 
and the moft hideous howlings, in- 
termgsed with fongs, which cele- 
brate the great actions of the de- 
ceafed, and thofe ofthis anceftors. 
The men mourn in a lefs extrava- 
gant manner. The whole village 
attends the body to the grave, 
which is interred, habited in their 
mof fumptuous ornaments. With 
the body of the deceafed are placed 
his bow and arrows; with what he 
valued moft in his life, and _provi- 
fions for the long journey he is to 
take ; for they hold the immortali- 
ty of the foul univerfally, but their 
idea is grofs. Feafting attends this, 
as it does every folemnity. After 
the funeral, they who are nearly al- 
lied to the deceafed conceal them- 
felves in their huts for a confide- 
rable time, to indulge their grief. 
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The compliments of condolence are 
never omitted, nor are prefents 
wanting, upon this occafion. After 
fome time, they revifitthe grave ; 
they renew their forrow ; they new- 
eloth the remains of the body, ana 
a& over again the felemnities of the 
firft funeral. 

Of all their inftances of regard ta. 
their geceafed friends, none is fo 
firiking as what they call the feaft 
of the dead, or the feaft of fouls. 
The day for this ceremony is ap- 
pointed in the Council of their 
Chiefs, who give order for every 
thing, which may enable them to 
celebrate it with pomp and magn- 
ficence. ‘The riches of the nation 
are exhaufted on this occafion, and 
all their ingenuity difplayed. The 
neighbouring people are invited to 
partake of the feait, and to be wit- 
nefles of the folemnity. At this 
time, all who have died fince the 
laft folemn feaitof that kind, are 
taken out of their graves. Thofe 
who have been interred at the grea- 
teft diftance from th: villages are 
diligently fought for, and brought 
to this great rendezvous of carcaf- 
fes. It .is not difficultto conceive 
the horror of this general difinrer- 
ment. It cannot be painted in-a 
more lively manner than it is dune 
by Lafitau. 

‘ Without queftion, fays ke, the 
opening of thefe tombs difplays one 
of the moft ftriking fcenes that can 
be conceived ; this humbling pour- 
trait ofhuman mifery, info many 
images of death, wherein fhe feems 
to take a pleafure to paint he #ely 
in a thoufand various fhapes of hor- 
ror, in the feveral carcaites, accor- 
ding to the degree in which corrup- 
tion has prevailed over them, or the 
manner in whichit has attacked 
them. Some appear dry'and wi- 


* The towns are fmall, and except the affairs of war or ftate, they have no 
hufinels to empley them, tor the greatett part of ths ycar, alters the hnnting 
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thered ; others have a fort of parch- 
ment upon their bones ; fome look 
as if tacy were baked and {moaked, 
without any appearance of rotten- 
nefs; fome arc juit turning towards 
the point of putrefuction ; whilit o- 
thers are all {warming with worms, 
and drowned in corruption. I know 
not which ought to ftrike us mofft, 
the horror of io hocking a fight, or 
the tender piety and affection of 
thefe poor peaple towards their de- 
parted friends; for nothing deferves 
our admiration more, than that ea- 
ger diligence and attention with 
which they difcharge this melan- 
choly duty of their tendernefs ; ga- 
thering up caréfully even the {mal- 
Jeft bones ; handling the carcatfles, 
difguftful as they are, with every 
thing loathfome ; cleanfing them 
from the worms, and carrying them 
upon their fhoulders through tire- 
fome journeys of feveral days, with- 
out being difcouraged by their in- 
fapportabdle ftench, and without fuf- 
fering any other emotions to arife, 
than thofe of regret, for having loft 
perfons who were fo dear to them in 
their lives, and fo lamented in their 
death,’ 

This ftrange feftival is the moft 
magnificent and folemn which they 
bave; not only on account of the 
great concourle of natives and 
ftrangers, and of the pompous rein- 
terment they give to their dead, 
whom they ¢reis in the fineft fkins 
they can get, after having expoied 
them fometiine in this pomp; but 
for the games of all kinds which 
they celebrate upon the occafion, in 
the fpirit of thofe which the ancient 
Greeks and Remaus celebrated up- 
on fimilar occalions. 

In this manner do they endea- 
vour to footh the calamities of life, 
by the honours tiey pay their dead; 
honours, which are the more chear- 
fully paid, becauie in his turn each 
man expecis to receive, them him- 
felf. ‘hough amongit thefe favage 
mations this cuitom is impreficd 





with ftrong inarks of the ferocity of 
their nature, yet an Honour for the 
dead, a tender feeling of their ab. 
fence, and arevivalof their me- 
mory, afe fome ofthe moft excels 
lent initruments for fmoothing our 
rugged nature into humanity. In 
civilized nations fuch ceremonics 
are leis practiied, beeaufe other in- 
ftruments for the fame purpofes are 
lefs wanted ;- but it is certain a re- 
gard for the dead is ancient and u- 
niverfal. 

Almoft the fole occupation of the 
American is war, or iuchan exg 
cife as qualifies him for it. 
whole glory confifts in this 
man is at all confidered 
has increafed the ftrength i hig 
country with a captive, or adG@mmed 
his houfe with the {calp of one 0 
enemies. When the ancient men re- 
folve upon war, they do not always 
declare what nation it is they are 
determined to attack, that the ene- 
my, upon whom they really interid 
to fall, may be off his guard. Nay, 
they even fometimes let years pafs 
over witliout committing any act of 
hoftility, that the vigilance of all 
may be unbent by the jong consi- 
nuance ofthe watch, and the un- 
certainty of the danger. In the 
mean time they are not idle at 
home. The principal Captain fumes 
mons the youth of the town to 
which he belongs; the war-kettle 
is feton the fire; the war fongs and 
dances commence; the hatchet is 
fent to all the villagesofthe fame 
nation, and to all its allies; the fire 
catches, the war fongsare heard in 
all parts, and the moft hidcous 
howlings continue without intermifs 
jion day and night over that whole 
tract of country. The women add 
their cries to thofe ofthe men, la- 
menting thofe whom they have ei- 
ther loit in war, or by a natural 
death; and demanding their plates 
to be fapplied from their enemies, 
flimulating the young men by 2 
fenie of thame, which women know 

how 
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how to excite in the flrongeft man- 
er, and can take the belt advan- 
tage of when excited. 

When by thefe, and every othet 
means, the fury of the nation is rai- 
fed to the greateft height, and all 
long to imbrew their hands in 
bloed, the war Captain prepares 
the feaft, which confifts of dogs 
fiefh. All that partake of this feait 
receive little billets, which are fo 
many engagements which y 
an: to be faithful to each “Other, 
and obedient to their Commander, 
None are forced to the war ; but, 
when they have accepted this bil- 
let, they are looked upon as lifted, 
and it isthendeathto recede. All 
the warriors in this affembly have 
their faces blackened with char- 
coal, intermixed with dafhes and 
ftréaks of vermillion, which give 
them a moft horrid appearance. 
Their hair is drefled up in an odd 
manner, with feathers of various 
kinds. In this afflembly, which is 
preparatory to their military expe- 
dition, the Chief begins the war 
fong ; which having continued for 
fome time, he raifes his voice to the 
higheft pitch, and, turning off fud- 
denly to a fort of prayer, he addref- 
god of war, 
whom they call Arefkoui. ‘* I in- 
voke thee, fays he, to be favourable 
to my enterprife! I invoke thy 
care upon me and my family ! I in- 
voke you likewife, all ye fpirits and 
demons good andevil! All ye that 
are in the fkies, or on the earth, or 
under the earth, to pour deftruétion 
upon our enemies, and to return me 
and my companions fafely to our 
country.’ All the warriors join him 
in this prayer with fhouts and ac- 
clamations. The Captain renews 


his fong, ftrikes his club againit the ’ 


ftakes of his cottage, and begins the 
war dance, accompanied with the 
fhouts of all his companions, which 
continue as long as he dances. 

The day appou:ted for their de- 
parture being arrived, tacy take 
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leave of their friends; they change 
their cloaths; or whatever mo- 
veables they have, in token of mu- 
tual friendfhip ; their wives and fe- 
male relations go out before them, 
and attend atfome diftance from 
the town. The warriors march out 
all dreffed in their fineft apparel, 
and mott fhewy ornaments, regular- 
ly one after another, for they never 
march in rank. The Chief walks 
flowly on before them, finging the 
death fong, whilft the reft obferve 
the moft profound filence. When 
they come up to their women, they 
deliver up to them all their finery, 
put on their worft cloaths, and then 
proceed ds their Commander 
thinks fit. 

Their motives for engaging in 2 
war are rarely thofe views which 
excite us toit. ‘They have no other 
end but the glory of the victory, or 
the besefit of the flaves which it e« 
tables them to add to the nation, or 
facrifice to their brutal fury ; and it 
is rare that they take any pains to 
give their wars even a colour of juf- 
tice. It is no way uncommon a- 
mong them for the young men to 
make feafts of dogs fleth, and war 
dances, in fmall parties, in the 
midit of the moft profound peace. 
They fall fometimes on one nation, 
fometimes on another, and furprifé 
fome of their hunters, whom they 
{calp or bring home as prifoners. 
Their Senators wink at this, or ra- 
ther encourage it, as it tends to 
keep up the martial fpirit of their 
people, inures them to watchful- 
nefs and hardfhip, and gives tbem 
an early taite for blood. 

The qualities in an Indiah war 
are vighlance and attention, to gire 
and to avoid a furprife; and pa- 
tience and itrength, to endure the 
intolerable fatigues and hardfhips 
which always attend it. The na- 
tions of America are at an immenfé 
diftance from each other with a 
vait defart frontier, and hid in the 
almog 
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boundlefs forefts. 'Thefe muft be 
traverfed before they meet an ene- 
my, who isoften at fuch a diftance 
as might be fuppofed to prevent ei- 
ther quarrel or danger. But, not- 
withftanding the fecrecy of the def- 
tination of the party that firft 
moves, the enemy has frequently 
_ hotice of it, is prepared for the at- 
tack, and ready to take advantage 
in the fame manner of the leait 
want of vigilance in the aggreflors. 
Their wlale art of war confifts in 
this: ‘They never fight in the open 
field, but upon fome very extraordi- 
nary occafions; not for cowardice, 
for they are brave; but they defpife 
this method, as unworthy an able 
warrior, and asan affair im which 
fortune governs more than pru- 
dence. The principal things which 
help them to find out their enemies 
are the fmoke of their fires, which 
‘they fmell ata diftance almoft in- 
credible; and their tracks, in the 
difcovery and diftinguifhing of 
which they are poffefied ofa faga- 
city equally aftonifhing ; for they 
will tell in the footfteps, which to 
us would feem moft confufed, the 
number of men that have pafied, 
and the length oftime fince they 
have paffed ; they even go fo far as 
to diftinguith the feveral nations by 
the different. marks of their feet, 
and to perceive footiteps, where we 
could diftinguifh nothing lefs. A 
mind diligently intent upon one 
thing, and exercifed by long expe- 
rience, will go lengths at firit view 
{carcely credible. 

Kut as they who are attacked 
have the fame knowledge, and 
‘know how to draw the fame ad- 
veatages from it, their great ad- 
drefs is to baffe each other in thefe 
points, On the expedition they 
licht no fire to warm themfelves, or 
prepare their victuals, but fubfit 
merely on the miferable pittance of 
fome of their meal mixed with wa- 
ter; they lie clole to the ground a!] 
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day, and march only in the night. 
As they march in their ufual order 
in files, he that clofes the rear dili- 
gently covers his own tracks, and 
thofe of all who preceded him, 
with leaves. If any ftream occurs 
in their rout, they march in it for a 
confiderable way to foil their pur- 
fuers. When they halt to reft and 
refrefh themfelves, fcouts are fent 
out on every fide to reconnoitre the 
country, and beat up every place 
where they fufpe&t anenemy may 
lie perdue. In this manner 
often enter a village, whilit the 
ftrength of the nation is employed 
in hunting, and maflacre all the 
helplefs old men, women, and chil- 
dren, or make prifoners as many as 
they judge they can manage, or 
have flrength enough to be ufeful 
to their nation. 

They often cut off fmall parties 
of men in their ,huntings ; but, 
when they difcover an army 
their enemies, their way is to 
throw themfelves flat on their faces 
amongft the withered leaves, the 
colour of which their bodies are 
painted to refemble exaétly. ‘They 
generally let a part pafs unmolett- 
ed, and then, rifing a little, they 
take aim, for they are excellent 
mark{men, and fetting up a moft 
tremenduous fhout, which they call 
the war cry, they pour a ftorm of 
mufquet bullets upon the enemy; 
for they have long fince laid: afide 
the ufe ofarrows; the party at- 
tacked returns the fame cry. E- 
very man in hafte covers. himfelf 
with a tree, and returns the fire of 
the adverfe party ; as foon as they 
raife themfelves from the ground to 
give the fecond fire. 

After firing fome time in this 
manner, the party which thinks it 
has the advantage ruthes out of its 
cover, with imall axes in their 
hands, which they dart with great 
addrefs and dexterity; they ree 
double their cries, - intimitading 
the 
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their enemies with menaces, and 
ae each other with a 
boaftful difplay of their own brave 
attions. Thus being come hand to 
hand, the conteft is foon decided; 
and the conquerors fatiate their fa- 
vage fury with the moft fhockin 
snfalts and barbarities to the dead, 
biting their flefh, tearing the {calps 
from their heads, and wallowing in 
their blood like wild beafts. 

The fate of their prifoners is the 
moft fevere of all. During the 
greateft part of their journey home- 
qwards they fuffer no injury. But 
when they arrive at the territories 
of the conquering ftate, or at thofe 
of their allies, the people from eve- 

village meet them, and think 
fhew their attachment to their 


‘friends by their barbarous treat. 


ment of the unhappy priforers: fo 
that, when they come to their fta- 
tion, they are wounded and bruifed 


in a terrible manner. The conque-* 


rors enter the town in. triumph. 
The war Captain waits upon the 
Head-men, and in a low voice 
gives them. a circumftantial account 
of every particular of the expedi- 
tion, of the dimage the enemy has 
fuftered, and his own lofles in it. 
This done, the public orator relates 
the whole to the people. Before 
they yield tothe joy which the vic- 
tory occafions, they lament the 
friends which they have loftin the 
purfuit of it. The parties moft 
nearly concerned are afilited appa- 
rentlywwith a deep and real forrow. 
But by one of thofe ftrange turns of 
the human mind, fafhioned to any 
thing by cuftom, as if they were 
difciplined in their grief, upon the 
fignal for rejoicing, in a moment 
all tears are wiped from their eyes, 
and they rufh into an extravagance 
and phrenzy of joy for their victo- 
ry. 
In the mean time the f te of che 


prifoners remains undecited, until 


the old men mevt, and determine 


concerning the diftribution. It is ufu- 
al to offer a flave to each houfe that 
has loft a friend ; giving the prefe- 
rence according to the greatnefs of 
the lofs. The perfon who has ta- 
ken the captive attends him to the 
door of the cottage to which he “is 
delivered, and with him gives a belt 
of wampum, to fhew that he has 
“fulfilled the purpofe of the expedi- 
tion in fupplying the lofs of a citt- 
zen. They view the prefent which 
is made them for fome time, and 
according as they think him or 
her, for it is the {gme, proper or 
improper for the bufinefs of the 
family, or as they take a capricious 
liking or difpleafure to the counte- 
nance of the victim, or in propor- 
tion to their natural barbarity, or 
their refentment for their lofies, 
they deitine concerning him, to re- 
ceive him into the family, or fen- 
tence him to death. [f the latter, 
they throw away the belt with in- 
dignation. Then it is no longer in 
the power of any one to fave him, 
The nation is affembled 2s upon 
fome great afflembly. A fcaffold is 
raifed, and the priioner tied to the 
ftake. Inftantly he opens his death 
fong, and prepares for the enfuing 
fcene of cruelty with the moft un- 
daunted courage. On the other 
fide, they prepare to put it to the 
utmof proof, with every torment, 
which the mind of man, ingenious 
in mifchief, can invent. They be- 
gin atthe extremities of his body, 
and gradually approach the trunk, 
One plucks out his nails by the 
roots, one by one; another tak@s a 


finger into his mouth, and tears off 


the fiefh with his teeth; a third 
thrufts the finger, mangled as it is, 
into the bole of a pipe, made red- 
hot, which he {mozaks like tobacco. 
Then they pound his toes and fin- 
gers to pieces between two ftones ; 
they cut circles about his joints, 
and gafhes.in the flefhy parts of his 
limbs, which they fear immediately 
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with red-hot irons, cutting and fea- 
ring alternately ; they pull off this 
fieth, thus mangled and roafted, bit 
by bit, devouring it with greedi- 
nefs, and {mearing their faces with 
the blood, in an enthufiafm of hor- 
ror and fury. When they have 
thus torn off the fleth, they twift the 
bare nerves and tendons about an 1- 
ron, tearing and fnapping them; 
whilft others are employed in pul- 
ling and extending the limbs them- 
felves, in every way that can in- 
creafe the torment. This continues 
often: five or fix hours together. 
Then they frequently unbind him 
to give a breathing to their fury, to 
think what new torments they ‘hall 
infli€, and to refreth the ftrength of 
the fufferer, who, wearied out with 
fuch a variety of unheard-of tor- 
ménts, often falls immediately into 
fo profound a fleep, that they are 
obliged to apply the fire to awaken 
him, and renew his fufferings. 

He is again faftened to the flake, 
and again they renew their cruelty: 
They ftick him all oyer with fmall 
matches ofa wood that eafily takes 
five, but burns flowly ; they conti- 
nually run fharp reeds into every 
part of his body; they drag out his 
teeth with pincers, and thruft out his 
eyes; and, laftly, after having 
burned his flefh from the bones 
with flow fires; after having fo 
mangled the body that itis all but 
one wound ; after having mutilated 
his face in fuch a manner as to 
carry nothing of human in it ; after 
having peeled the fkin from the 
head, and poured a heap of red-hot 
coals or boiling water on the naked 
ikull, they once more unbind the 
wretch, who, blind and ftaggering 
with pain and weaknefs, afiaulted 
and pelted upon every fide with 
clubs and ftones, now up, ‘now 
down, faliing into their fires at eve- 
ry ftep, runs hither and thither, un- 
ti fome of the Chiefs, whether out 
gf compafion, or weary of cruelty, 


puts an end to his life with a club 
or a dagger. The body is then put 
into the kettle, and this barbarous 
employment is fucceeded by a feaft 
as 28 arous. 

The women, forgetting the hu- 
man as well as the female nature 
and transformed into fomething 
worfe, than furies, act their parts, 
and even outdo the men, in this 
fcene of horror. The principal 
perfons of the country fit round the 
ftake, fmeaking and looking on, 
without the leaft emotion. What 
is moft extraordinary, the fufferer 
himfelf, in the little intervals of hig 
torments, fmoaks too, appears un- 
concerned, and converfes with his 
torturers about indifferent matters, 
Indeed, during the whole time of 
his execution, there feems a conteft 

him and them, which fh 

exceed, they in infli€ting the 
horrid pains, or he in cotiaing them 
with a firmneis and conftancy al- 
moft above humati. Nota groan, 
not a figh, not a diftortion of coun- 
tenance efcape him; he poffefies 
his mind intirely in the midi of his 
torments ; he recounts his own exe 
ploits, he informs them what cruel- 
ties he has inflited upon their coun- 
trymen, and threatens them with 
the revenge that will attend his 
death ; and, though his reproaches 
exafperate them to a perfeét madnefé 
of rage and fury, he continues his 
reproaches even of their ignorance 
inthe art of tormenting, pointing 
out himfelf more exquifite methods, 
and more fenfible parts of the body 
to be afflicted. The women have 
this part of courage, as well as the 
men ; and it is as rare for any In- 
dian to behave otherwife, as it 
would be for an European to fuffer 
as an Indian. 

I do not dwell upon thefe circum- 
ftances of cruelty, which fo degrade 
human nature, out of choice ; but, 
as all, who mention the cuftoms of 


this people, have infifted a their 
Gia bchayiour 
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Aceouxt of the NORTH-AMERICAN INDIA . 


behaviour inthis refpe€t-very par- 
ticularly, and. as it feems neceflary 
te give a true idea of their charac- 
ter, Idid not chufe to omit it. It 
ferves to thew too, in the ftrongeft 
Jight, to what an inconceiveable 
degree of barbarity the paflions of 
men, let loofe, will carry them. It 
will point out to us the advantages 
of areligiom that teaches a compaf- 
fion to our enemies, which is nei- 
ther known.nor practifed im other 
religions ; and it will make us more 
fenfible, than fome appear to be, of 
the value of commerce, the arts of 
a civilifed life; and the lights of li- 
terature; which, if they love aba- 
ted the force of fome of the natural 
virtues, by the luxury which attends 
them, have taken out likewife the 
fting of our natural vices, and fof- 
tened the ferocity of the human race, 
Without enervating their courage. 

On the other hand, the conitancy 
of the fufferers in this terrible fcene 
fhews the wonderful power of an 
early iniftitution, and a ferocious 
thirft of glory, which makes men 
imitate and exceed what philofophy, 
or even religion, can effect. 

The prifonérs, who have the hap- 
pinefs to pleafe thofe to whom they 
are offered, havea fortune altoge- 
ther oppofite to that of thofe who 
arecondemned, They are adopted 
into the family, they are accepted 
in the place of the father, fon, or 
hufband, that is loft ; and they have 
mo other mark of their captivity, 
but that they are not fuffered to re- 
turn totheir own nation. To at- 
tempt this would be certain death. 
‘The principal purpofe of the war is 
to recruit in this manner; for which 
reafon, @ General who loies many 
of his men, though he fhould con- 
quer, is little better than difgraced 
at home; becaufe the end of the 
war was notanfwered. ‘They are 
therefore extremely careful of their 
men, and never chute to attack, bit 


with a very undoupted fuperiority, | 


either in number or fityatign. 





The fcalps, which they value {0 
mach, are the trophiesot their bra- 


very; with thefe they adorn their 


houfes, which are efteemed, in pro- 
portion as this fortaf fpoils is more 
numerous. They have folemn 
days appointed, upon which the 
young men gain a new name, or ti- 
tle of honour, from their Headmen; 
.and thefe titles are given according 
to the qualities of the perfon, and 
his performances; of which thefe 
{calps are the evidence. ‘This is all 
the reward they receive for the dan- 
gers of the war, and the fatigues of 
many campaigns, ‘fevere alimoit 
beyond credit. They think it a- 
bundantly fufficient to have a name 
given by their Governors; men of 
merit themfelves, and judges of it ; 
a name refpected by their country- 
men, and terrible to their enemies. 
The Englith colonies are the fair 
eft objects of our attention in A- 
merica, not only as they compre- 
hend avait and deligh:ful variety of 
climates, fituations, natural pro- 
ducts, and effects of art; but as 
they contain, through the dominions 
of one Potentate, and their Inhabi- 
tants formed out of the people of 
one nation, an almoft equal variety 
of manners, religions, and ways of 
living. They have a moift flouri- 
fhing trade with their mother-coun- 
try, and they communicate widely 
with many foreign nations; for, 
befides the conftant and ufefal in- 
tercourfe they hold in Africa, their 
fhips are feen in the ports of Spain, 
Portugal, Isaly, and even in the 
Levant; nor are they excluded the 
American {fettlements of France, 
Spain, Portugal, and Holland. 
‘This, with their conftant correfpon- 
dence with each other, and with 
their mother-country, hurries about 
a lively circulation of trade, of 
which Great-Britain is the heait 
and spring, from whence it takes its 
riie, and co whjch it all ypltimately 
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But how long we fhall enjoy thefe 
poflefions is a queftion that can 
only be folved by time. We have 
a fubtile, enterprifing enemy to 
contend with; an enemy rapa- 
cious, martial, and bloody; com- 
mitting murders rather than waging 
war. ‘Though the French colony 
does not, perhaps, contain 30,000 
men capable of bearing arms, yet 
thefe are all under the defpotic 
command and fole direétion of 
their Governor-general ; and ex 
rience teaches us, that, in fpite of 
our navy, they may be annually 
seinforced. The ftrength of our co- 
lonies, on the other hand, is divi- 
ded ; and the concurrence of all ne- 
ceflary both for fupplies of men and 
morey. Jealous are they of each 
other ;—fome _ ill-conftituted,—o- 
thers fhaken with inteftine divi- 
fions ;—and, if I may be allowed 
the expreflion, parfimonious even to 
prodigality. The Affemblies di't- 
dent of their Governors, ——the Go- 
vernors defpife the Affemblies, and 
both mutually mifreprefent each o- 
ther to the Court of Great Britain. 
Military meafures demand fecrecy 
and difpatch ; but, while the colo- 
mies remain divided, and nothing 
can be tranfacted without their uni- 
verfal aflent, it is impoflible to 
maintain the one, or proceed with 
the other. /Without a general con- 
flitution for warlike operations, we 
can neither plan nor execute, We 
have a common intereft, and mutt 
have a Common Council,one Head 
and one purfe. The French fervice 
as not expofed to thefe embarraff- 
ments ; and hence they project 
without difcovery, and we fcarce 
collect their defigns, till we are at- 
tacked and defeated. Hitherto they 
have profecuted the war with fupe- 
rior advantage ; and yet the militia 
of Maffachufets-bay, alone, un- 
coubtedly exceeds, by fome thous 
fands, all the troopsof Canada. 


Since the commencement of the 
hoftilities, his Majefty has 

loft above 3000 loyal fubjeéts. All 
the Indians are at the devotion of 


the French, Ofwego is lofi, man 
thoufand farms Saline mos 


perhaps, the interior fettlements will 


foon be deluged with the innocent 
blood of all ages and fexes. 

It is not, furely, beneath the moft 
elevated ftations to indulge the be- 
nevolent feelings of humanity ; nor 
to retire a while from the pomp 
and gaiety that furround them, to 
fhed a pitying tear over families in- 
humanly deprived of their fub- 
ftance, or more inhumanly flaugh- 
tered in their beds. ' 

What the prefent or next cam- 
paign will produce is known only 


to the —— Governor of the © 


univerfe. ‘The colonies are nea 
exhaufted, and their funds 
anticipated by expenfive unexecu- 
ted projects ; and whether they wall 
ftill continue their efforts, or refign 
to a lifilefs defpair, is uncertain ; 
but there is too much reafon for 
general concern ; and we may ven- 
ture to prediét, that, unlefs fome 


* fuccefsful and important blow is 


ftruck at the power of France, Bri- 
tain muft inevitably lofe her poffef- 
fions in America: An eventof the 
moft tremendous confequence to 
us,——to the Proteftant religion in 
general,~—to the peace of Europe, 
and evento the peace and happi- 
nefs of all mankind. 

Hitherto we have wafted our 
ftrength in lopping off branches, 
when the axe fhould have been laid 
to the root of the tree. Canada 


‘mutt be demolifhed, or our colonies 


are undone. They have _ ftill 
ftrength fufficient left, with prgper 
afliftance, for a decifive ftruggle ; 
but a lingering confumption will 
inevitably enervate and deftroy 
them. France hag always been, 


and ever will be, throwing frefh , 


troops, 
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troops, annually, into her colony, 
in defiance of a boafted maritime 
force ; and, fhould peace enifue, e- 
ven before their ruin is com 

What will be the ftate of thefe pro- 
vinces, upon the next rupture be- 
tween the two crowns, when the in- 
land country is filled with our ene- 
mies! Let us then, as we value our 
li » honour, and religion, exert 
ate force for the prefervation 
of thefe colonies from bloody car- 
nage and total ruin, by extirpating 
this brood of French favages {om 
the face of the continent. In fo de- 
cifive afcheme all the colonies will 
heartily unite; and, if well concer- 
ted, and our unfortified fea-coafts, 
at the fame time, fufficiently protec- 
ted, it will doubtlefs fucceed, hum- 
ble the pride of France, and clofe 
the prefent war with a lafting and 
honourable peace. 


The PHI LOSOPHICAL Mis- 
CeLLany for Ofober 1757. 


Ne, 1. 


The Philofophy of Earthquakes. 

Dah froma late Work 

by a Member of the R. Academy 
at Berlin, eho, by a hiftorical Induc- 
sion of the particular as wellas gene- 
val Phenomena that have attended 
Earthquakes from the remotef} times to 
the prefent, bas inferr'd the following 
Conclufions 5 viz. 

i. That earthquakes always 
happen in calm, warm, dry, faltry 
feafons ; or in a dry frofty air. 

2. That they are felt at fea, or 
on lakes, rivers, even in the main 
ocean, as wellason land; and at 
that time the fea and waters are 
calm. 

3. That earthquakes differ very 
much in magnitude. Some fhake 
a very large tract of country, at che 
fame initant of time; fometimesthcy 
extend to many countries, feparazed 
by mountains, lakes, feas, and the 





ocean. 


_ 4. That earthquakes differ much 
in the quantity of thes vibratory 


motion; whence, in fome, though 
largely extended, they are inno- 
cuous: in others, both fmall and 
large, they lay all in ruins. 

5. That a hollow thundering 
noife accompanies them, or rather 
feems to precede the fhock, which 
rolls in the air, like the noife of can- 
nog. 

6. That they are felt more fenfi- 

bly in the upper ftory of houfes, 
than imthe lower. On lofty buil- 
dings, fteeples, TurtiS minorets, 
and the like. 

7. That the fhock is more violent 
upon more folid buildings, chur- 
ches, caftles, towers, and ftone 
houfes, than on thofe of flighter 
materiale 

8. That many people find them- 
felves fick at ftomach, with head- 
achs, vertigo’s, pains in their joints, 
and the like ; which fometimes lait 
for the day after, or longer. 

9. That earthquakes generally 
happen to greattowns and cities ; 
and more particularly to thofe that 
are fituatedon the fea, bays, and 
great rivers. 

10. That earthquakes do not 
caufe any damage to fprings, and 
fountains ; but the water in wells 
becomes foul for fome. time. 

11.-That they are frequent im 
the neighbourhood of a volcano. 

12. That earthquakes often 
fhake rocks, mountains, cliffs han- 
ging over the fea, fplit them from 
top to bottom, and throw dowa 
great parcels of them. 

13. That domettic fowls, birds 
in theair, cattle in the fields, are 
affrighted, fifhes in the water much 
affected therewith. 

14. That chandeliers in chur- 
ches vibrate, bells in tleeples and 
houfes ring. 

15. ‘l‘nat fometimes the hollow 
thundering noije accompanying an 
earthquake, is heard without any 
motion of the earth. 

16. That fire balls and meteors 
are frequently obferved then. 

17, That 
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17. That the furface of the earth 
is chiefly, and moft frequently the 
obje& of earthquakes. 

18. That earthquakes affect to 
ron up rivers and fea-fhores, and 
aét more violently on places adjoin- 
ing thereto. 


Tt is then remarked that in elec- 
tricity, and in that alone, there is an 
afiemblage of all thefe properties 
and circumftances, which are ob- 
ferved in earthquakes. 

If a cloud raifed from the fea, 
which is a non-ele&ric, happens to 
touch a cloud raifed from exhala- 
tions of the land, when eleéirifed, 
it muft immediately caufe thunder 
and lightning. Theeleétrical fire 
flowing from the touch of perhaps 
a thoutand miles compafs of douds, 
makes that appearance which we 
call lightning. ‘The fnap which we 
hear in our electrical experiments, 
when re-ecchoed from cloud to 
cloud thro’ the extent of the firma- 
ment, makes that affrightning found 
of thunder. 

From the fame principle I infer, 
fays the author, that ifa non-elec- 
tric cloud difcharges its contentsup- 
on any part of the earth, when in 
a high electrified ftate, an earth- 
quake muft neceflarily enfue. The 
{nap made upon the conta& of ma- 
ny miles compafs of folid earth, is 
that horrible noife which we hear 

" wponan earthquake; and the fhock 
is the earthquake itfelf. 

This hypothefis is fupported, and 
the objections which might be bro’t 
againft it are obviated by a great 
variety of arguments, drawn from 
the meteorological phenomena that 
have generally preceeded, accom- 
panied, and followed earthquakes, 
for which the reader is referred to 
the original, which may be looked 
upon as an ufeful repertory of all 
that has been written of earth- 
quakes, and thet caules. 


PHILOSOPHICAL Miuscettany, 
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Ne. Il. 
NOCTILUCA MARINA ; # 


An Attempt to account for the luminous 
Appearance of the Sea in the Night< 
time : 
Being an Abftra& of a Latin Theis, 
publifoed in the 3d Vol, of the A- 
menitates Academice. 


HAT lucid appearance of 

the ocean in the night, which 
is obfervable, efpecially about ships 
in a ftormy and foul fea, is a phx 
nomenon with which the ancient 
were very well acquainted. They 
were, however, no leis ignorant of 
the true caufe of this appearance, 
than of thofe lambent flames which 
have been obferved in tempeftuous 
feafons about the mafts and fails of 
fhips, called by the mariners St, 
Helmo’s fire *, and which thep™ ae FR 
fied under the names of Cafor atid: 
Pollux. See”Plin. Hilt. Nat, Zid, 
IJ. Cap. 37. 

Since the times of the antients, 
the philofophers in general agreed 
in referring this appearance to the 
clafs of meteors til in the yeat § of 


© 6 Ft © me a o> ee ome. 


Sono perenne, 


1749, D. Vianelli, in a profeffed § de 
treatife upon the fubject printed at § *py, 
Venice, evidently demonttrated, § Jon 
That it was entirely owing to an fF 3 y 
inconceivable and infinite number , 


‘ 

* of minute infeéts, or worms, fo 
* {mall indeed as to be fcarcely vili- J 6, 
* ble to the naked eye.” 


Another /ta/ian author, Dr. Gri- i. 
felin, fince Vianelli wrote, publithed upo 


likewife a treatife upon the fame " 





fubject, under the title of Ob/erva-} she 
tions fur la Scolopendre Marine lufan-} vig) 
te Fenet. p. 32. Tab. I. in which] poy 
this worm is more accurately de-] 3. 
* Modern philafophy fince the dit-] <2F 
coverier made ih electricity, hag taughe vis 
uw: to believe, and that upon atilendet] ty 
seafons, chat thefe fames are noothery *PP 
than 1¢a) manifeltationso® the eicc- shiny 


trical fire. See Phil. Tranfaf. Vole 
4%. Pait, I. ps 210. Seq. noice. 
{cribed 
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ae Burs a ts or joints, which are much 
2° ite mo erer the tail than at the head. 
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NOCTILUCA MARINA: Dag 


feribed and figured, and its furpsiz- 


ing pro further. inveftigated. 
The kok of thistraét was greatly 
afifted by the Baron Rarthge/, am. 
baflador from the court of Saueden 
to the Venetian republick, and to 
this ¢ wane reg caow are 
indebted for owledge 
v dicine and wonderful cain 
This worm comes moft properl 
under that genus of Zoophytes whic 
Linnaeus 5 Nereis. Syft. Nat. 
Let. VI. p. 72. our author ca 
this fpecies, Nereis Phofphorans, and 
thus defcribes it from Grifelin. The 
head is roundifh and flat, and the 
mouth acuminated. The two horns 
or feelers, are fhort and fubulated, 


The eyes are prominent, and plac’d 


on each fide the head. The body 
} compofed of about twenty three 


Se 


a] 


fe ts on both fides the a- 
end in a fhort conical a- 






pen out of which proceeds a little 


dle of hairs : from under thefe 
bundles the feet in the form 
of fmall flexile fubulated filaments 
deftitute of any thing like claws. 
This animal is fearce two lines 
long, and is quite pellucid, and of 
awatergreen colour. __ ) 
They are found upon ali the 
plants in the fea, as upon the fucus’s 
or fea wracks, and upon the alga, 
or grafs wracks, Gc. they very of- 
ten leave the plants, and are found 
upon the furface of the water. 
They are frequent at all times of 
the year, but are more particularly 
vifible in the fummer time before 
ftorms and tempefts; and as they 
are then in greater agitation, they 
appear much more luminous. The 
ealterly or fouth-eafterly winds are 
very favourable to their luminous 
appearance, but perhaps they never 
fhine more than in thofe winter 
nights when the foregoing day has 
besa warn. 


If fome ofthe water abounding 
with thefe animalcules be put into 


_aveffel, and kept in a warm place, 


it will fhine for the {pace of ‘two 
whole days; but if it flands cold, 
this quality will not remain above 
eight hours. The lucid appearance 
from thefe animalcules is evidently 
greater when they are put into mo- 
tion. Warmth increafes their vi- 
gour and livelinefs, and in propor- 
tion as they are agitated, do they 
fhine and emit lightpas {gon there- 
fore as the water where thefe ani- 
mals abound is put into motion it 
begins to fhine, and this is fome- 
times fo confiderable from the mo- 
tion of the fhip, that the fea feems 
to be all on fire. . 

This luminous appearance of the 
fea water is much les frequent in 
the northern feas than in the A/ri+ 
can and indian oceans, where it is 2 
very common phznomenon as our 
author himfelf has repeatedly ob- 
ferved. 

Oar author does-not contend that 
the fhining appearance of the fea 
water, is at all times, and under all 
circumftances owing to thefe in- 
feé&ts ; there are probable reafons to 
the contrary. The /talian natura- 
lifts however have put the matter 
beyond all doubt that this is very 
commonly the cafe. R. P. 


No. Il. 


A mew Solution of the Causes of the 
Aurora Borealis, er Northern- 
Light. 


To the Proprietors of the AMERICAN 
MAGazIne. 


GrNTLEMEN 


F nothing more curious is of- 
i fered you inthe way of Natural 
Knowlege and: Hiitery, for this 
month, than the following pieces, 
Dd we 
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we hope they may receive a place 
in your Magazine. 

The | we fhall offer is an 
attempt to folye or account for the 
cauies of that new and beautiful 
phenomenon, ufually called the 
Aurora Borealis, or Northern-Light ; 
which has hitherto fo much puzzl’d 
the conjectures of modern philofo- 
phy. And what is moft: ftrange 
concerning thefe meteors is that, be- 
fore thofe of Fan. 30th 1560, O24. 
ath 1564, and@Vow. 14th 1574, ont 
annals have notr a fingle 
inftance of their appearance in Eng- 
land, notwithftanding their frequen- 
cy fince that time ; efpecially in the 
more northernregions, where after 
a dry feafon, upon any change of 
the atmofphere previous to wet or 
foul weather, their appearance is 
become very common, more parti- 
cularly in the {pring and autumn. 

In England, in the years 1707 
and 1708 many were feen at diffe- 
rent tunes, but the moft remarkable 
of all was that which appeared in ° 
March 1716 for three fucceflive 
nights, altho much flronger on the 
firit night, and gradually weak- 
ning the fucceeding ones. In Dec. 
1737. there was one remarkably 
red, which made its appearance in 
feveral parts of Europe as well as 
in Great Britain at the fame time, 
not to mention the many others, 
which have beenfo much the lefs 
regarded of late years, astheir ap- 
pearance has been the more common, 
-. Indeed, ‘at firft when.the appea- 
rance of thefe meteors was a perfec 
novelty, the vulgar, ever prone to 
fuperftition, judged them a kind of 
prodigies and the fore runners of 
battles, blood, famine, plague, 
peltilence, and the like. Nay the 
iudden corrufcations of their paly 
light, thooting and converging from 
the horizon to the zenith, and un- 
dulating backwards and fa:wards 
With amazing velocity, haye of. 


no 





ten induced the aftonifhea beholdet 
to imagine that they formed them- 
felves into all , exhibiting to 
the eye brandi ‘ fj r and 
marfhalled armies, and plains dren- 
ehed in flaughter; agreeable to the 


fine defcription of our philofophic - 


poct, Thom/on, in his autumn—— 


Off, in this feafon, filent from the north 
A blaze of meteors foots ; enfweep- 


in 


eSoft 
The lower fries, they all at once converge 


High to the crown of heaven, and all 


at once 
Relapfing quick as quickly reafe 
mix, and t 
Tenew, 
All ether courfing in a maze of light. 
From look to look, comtagious thre’ 
the croud 


The pannic rum, and inte wondrows 


feapes 


Th’ appearance throws ; armies bea. 


array 
Throng'd with arial ffears, and feeds 
of fire, 
Till the long lines of full-extended war 
In bleeding fight commixt, the fanguint 
4 ‘ 


00. ; 
Rolls a broad flaughter ver the plains 
of heaven. 
As thus they fcan the vifionary fcene 
On all fides fells the fuptrfitious ding 
Incontinent; and bufy frenzy talks 
Of blood and battle, cities overturn'd 
And late at night in fwallowing 
earthquakes funk, 
Or hideous wraptin fierce-afcending 


flame ; 


Of fallow famine, inundation, form; , 


Of say ork and every great diftre/s! 
ot fo the man of philofophic as 

And infped fage: tha waving bright- 
nefs he, 

Curicus, furveys, inguifitive to knows 

The caufes and materials, yet unfix’d, 

Of this appearance, beautiful and 
new! * 


What thefe caufes and materials are 
we ihall now attempt to fhew. The 
elder 


S Note ithMeandine whee tt cenmtia otis 
Notwithftanding what is generally afferced that thefe Phanomenaare new, fome of 
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retice of by Pliny, Seneca and Arjiotle; and perhaps all that is 
4 che sees of ignorance and tupedticion, concerning prod yies and 
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elder Caffini, fome time ago, difco- 
ver'd it Ee anew phzno- 
menon of a idical form, re~ 
fembling in brightnefs the milly 
avay, and vifible in the heavens at 
certain feafons of the year, while 
the fun a the a. As 
this light lies as it were lengthwa 
jn chet Zodiac, within which ite 
point and axis are always found, he 
for that reafon gave itthe name of 
the Zodtacal-Ligbt; which is thought 
to be nothing but the folar atmof- 
phere, a rareand fubtile fluid, ei- 
ther luminous in itfelf, or enligh- 
tened. by the fusrounding rays of 
the fun *, and ofthe fame, ora fi- 
milar, nature with the tails of co- 
mets. ; } 

Now as. the extent of the folar 


atmofphere, and confequently of 


this zodiacal light, is fo tas to 
| eons as rp as the 
‘arth’s orbit, and fall into our at- 
mofphere, by having pafs’d thofe 
limits where oniverfal gravity be- 
gins to act more forcib 

the earth than towards the fun, Mr. 
de Mairas thinks that this may be 
the caufe of the, Aurora Boreaks ; 
which will be greater or lefs in pro- 
portion as this liminous folar at- 
mofphere is born higher or deeper 
in our earthly etheisiobuee by \their 
relative {pecific gravities. He thinks 
that hence alfo it acquires its.undu- 
lating or vibratory form. 

Bur Mr. Lu/er rejects this hypo- 
thefis, and afcribes the Aurora Bore- 
alis, not to the zodiacal-light, but to 
— of our atmofphere driven 

eyond its limits by the impulfe of 
the light of the fun. 

Neither of thefe fuppofitions, 
however, is fatisfa¢tory; and the 
appearance of the northern light 
feems to have little or no connec- 
tion with thofe circumftances which 





* v. Supp. to Cycl. Art. Zodiacal- 
Light. 


y towards 


would bring the zodiacal light far- 
theft into our atmofphere, or drive 
the particles of our atmofphere far- 
theft beyond their limits. - Indeed 


‘this phenomenon feems more to 


depend on the ftate and quality of 


the air, than on its diftance or fitu- 


ation, with refpe& to its own limits. 
Many other conjc‘tures, therefore, 
hawe been offered concerning its 
eaufes. Dr. Hailey has aicribed 
them “ to watery vapours, or effiu- 
“* via, rarified exceedingly by fub- 
“* terraneous fires, 8nd unged with 
** fulphureous fteams ; or perhaps 
7 - ind of fubtile matter, freely 
** pervading the pores of the earth, 
** which, entering nearer the fou- 
“* thern pole, paiies out again, with 
* fome force, into the zther at the 
“ fame diftance from the northern.” 

But, in this hypothefis, as indeed 
in all the former ones, it feems 
implied that the Aurora Borealis 
fhould be confined to the polar re- 
gions of the globe and the parts 
adjacent, which is not the cafe. 
For this phenomenon is not unufu- 
al in thefe Britith colonies, and in 
places lying towards the equator. 
Other folutions, therefore, of its 
caufes are to be fought ; and, of all 
that have hitherto been offered, 
that of Erich Ponteppidan, bifhop of 
Bergen in Norway, in his late na- 
tural hiftory of that kingdom, is che 
moft probable and ingenious. ‘That 
learned prelate founds his hypothe- 
fis on Mr. Haukfbee’s experiment 
of rubbing with his hand the ex- 
haufted glafs-globe of the eleétrical 
machine, during its revolutions; by 
which means its infide appears fil- 
led with a purple colour’d light, 
which, on readmitting the air pent- 
ly inte the moving globe, will be 
interrupted and dimivifh gradual'y, 
appearing only onthe outlide of 
the glafs, and accompanied with 
fome deyree of attraction. On this 
principle the bifhop proceeds to ac- 
count for thofe lights fo frequent in 
his country. 
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“ The terreftrial globe, fays he, 
togethe. with its atmofphere, may 
be confidered as the glafé globe of 
the electrical machine. Upon the 
air being exhaufted, and the globe 


_ appears within it a purp'e flame, 
and this is the colour of the North. 
Light: Now this flame muft be the 
Biker Ignews, Upon the re-admif- 
fion of the circumbient air, efpe- 
cially if thick and damp, the ethe- 
rial Fire within is expelled, and ho- 
vers for fome"time om the upper 
furface of the glafs, till, mingling 
with the air, it is diflipated ed ex. 
tinguifhed. Now this feems to inti- 
mate to us, that the Nerth-Light, 
obferved towards the pole or axis 
of our earth, does not only owe its 
origin to the ther, but is the very 
JE ther itfelf; which, being aggre- 
gated, gives way tothe imprefiion 
of the numid air, and mounts and 
floats above the clouds, whofe mo- 
tion likewife renders it variable. 
Whilft the airis dry, whether by 
the frofts in winter, or the heats in 
fummer,noNorth-Light is to be feen. 
But upon the weather’s beginning 
to break, either by a thaw after a 
fharp froft, cr by rains after heat, 
and when thefe are preceded b 
damp exhalations, the North-Light 
breaks forth, as a certain prognoitic 
of the change. For thefe exhala- 
tions have then nearly the fame ef- 
fect in the atmofphere, as the fore- 
mentioned intrufion of air into the 
glafs globe ; propelling upwards the 
the lighter atherial air, when for a 
time it appears like the purple-co- 
lour’d fluid iffuing from the glafs 
giche, till it is diff pated or mixed 
again with the ambient air. It is 
further obfervable, that the air near 
the poles is far more denfe, and 
comprefles more vehemently, as 
being repelled with lefs violence, 
than thatin the middle of the 
globe, where the centrifugal power 
operates with a more direct and 
wmmediate force,” 








whirled about with velocity, there 


TE 
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furprizing meteor 
regions, at the fame time that it 
does not deftroy the poffibility of its 
appearance inthe more foutherly 


® where a ble uan- 
Eyer theeleding fuid is ondoubted. 
ly difleminated. Neverthelefs, the 
ifferent denfity of the air may pro- 
bably render thefe foutherly lights 
lefs vivid when they happen to be 
feen, and for this reafon we cannot 
think the Aurera Auhralis men- 
tioned in Philof. Tranf. N°. 46% 





- to be different in kind from the Au- 


rore Boreales, but only different in 

degree. But thefethings we fub- 

mit to thofe who are {killed in elec- 

trical enquiries, who are more like- 

ly than any others to fix the caufes 
of this phenomenon; and per 

it would not be reckon ona nm 
us were we to flatter ves that, 

to throw new light upon this fubjeé 
is an honor referved for the cu- 


rious in this country, where E/e@ri- 


city has already received fome of its 
principal and moft important im-. 
provements. 


N°. ‘IV. 
Of umcommon Sea-Animals. 
To the Proprietors So. 


Grn TLEMEN 
AVING, in the preceeding 

H paper, had occafion to men- 
tion Pontoppidan’s natural hiftory of 
Norwav, we could not refift the 
temptation of fending you fome ex- 
tracts from his chapter on uncom- 
mon fea-animals, as well to recom- 
mehd his valuable and entertaining 
work to the public, as to induce 
fea-faring men in thefe parts of the 
world to communicate their obfer- 
vations, if perchance nature fhould 
throw into their way any of her lefs 
common and more curjous produc- 


tions, 
The 
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The firft we fhall mention is the 
Wer-man and Mer-maid, whofe very 
exiftence is evendoubted by many 
fenfible people, on account of the 
fabulous relations concerning them. 
On this fubjett, indeed, the pride of 
man has urged, with fome degree of 
plaufibility, that tho’ there may be 
@ pretty general refemblance and a- 
nalogy between terreftrial and fea- 
animals, yet man, who is moré ex- 
prefly and immediately the image 
of his Maker, isexempted from this 
refemblance both of his figure and 
faculties. 

In anfwer to this, the good bi- 
fhop takes the liberty to remind us 
of the Ouran-outan of Afia, and the 
Chivepenzie. of Africa, thofe wild men 


, in the woods, and furprizing mimicks 


of our form, that bear fo grave and 
ftriking a refemblance ef the human 
figure, and even of the human fa- 
culties and actions. 

By fuch arguments as’ thefe, the 
venerable saline endeavours to re- 
move prejudices, and open up the i- 


pers, cen of his readers to receive ‘ 
with* candor the accounts he is to 


ive. He is fenfible how difficult it 
to eradicate long prepoffeffions ; 
but he very reafonably hopes, that 
when it is confidered how {mall a 
part of nature has hitherto fallen 
under our enquiries, no one will 
pretend to deny but that the vat 
unfearchable ocean may contain 
many opening forms and {fpecies 
of animal fubftances, which have 
never yet been beheld by human 


eye. 

- As to the Mer-man and Mer- 
maid, however, he is not willing to 
wound his reader’s pride by calling 
them a fea-man ahd fea-woman. 
He is content if they are allowed to 
be a fort of Sea-apes. The exiftence 
of fuch an anima! is all he contends 
for ; and of this he has given many 
convincing proofs, founded on tHe 


teftimony of fome hundreds of per-- 


fons of undoubted credit and vera- 


city,-in his own diocefe of Bergen, 
all agreeing with the defcription of 
this animal publifhed long fince by 
ablonfby and Kircher. 

Among other unfufpected evi- 
dences he has the follwing. In the 
year 1719, the rev. Mr. Peter An- 
gel (minifter at Sundmoer, then 20 
years old, andalive when the bi- 
fhop’s hiftory was publifhed) faw 
and handled a Mer-man, dead on a 
point of land among,other {ca-ani- 
mals, to which many of his neigh- 
bouring inhabitants were witnefles. 
Its length was 3 fathoms, its colour 
grey, its lower pagt like a fifh with 
a porpoife’stail. The face refem- 
bled a-man’s, witha mouth, fore- 
head, eyes &c. the nofe was itlat 
and preffed down to the face, in 
which the noftrils were very vifible. 
The breaft was near the head ; the 
arms, which feemed to hang by the 
fide, were joined by a thin mem- 
brane, and the hands, to appea- 
ance, were like the paws ofa {fea- 
calf. 

Mr. Stro, anether clergyman 
informs the bifhop, that at Neroe, 
in Numedalen, a Mer-man and a 
fea-calf were both found dead on a 
rock, all bloody ; from whence it 
was concluded that they had killed 
each other. Indeed, it is analogous e- 
nough, te think that a Sea-man /bould 
covet a repaft of Sea-veal.* 

But the ftrongeft and lateft_ proof 
of the mer-man’s exiftence hap- 
pened in Denmark. On Sept. zo 
1723, three ferrymen, Peter Gun- 
nerfen, Nicholas ‘Fenfen, and ‘appe 
Tenfen, were by his majeity’s order, 
examined upon oath before Frede- 
rick van Gram privy counfellor and 
depofed in fubftance——‘“ That two 
months before, being towing a thip 





® Seethe account of this hiftory by 
the authors of the review, of whole 
obfervations we have made conlide, 
rable ule On this arcici¢. 
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arriv’d fromthe Baltic, at the dif- 
tance of a quarter of a Norway,mile, 
they rowed up to fomething floating | 
like adead body. When they éame 
within 7 or 8 fathoms, it appeared 
as at firft, for it had not ftirred, but 
funk at that inftant, and came up 
again “jmmediately almoft at. the 
fame place. Frightned: at this, 

they lay fill, and, letting the boat 
' Goat, the monfter, by the help of 
the current, came ftill nearer to 
them. He ttrned his face, and 
ftared at the men, which gave them 
a good opportunity of examining 
him narrowly. He ftood in the 
fame place ee half a quarter of an 
hour, and was feen above the wa- 
ter down to his breaft. At laft, 
apprehending fome danger, they 
began to retire, on which he blew 
up his cheeks, and made a kind of 
roaring noife and,dived, without ri-. 
fing any more in their fight. He 
appeared to them like a_ ftrong- 
iimbed, broad-fhouldered old man, 
his head {mall in proportion, with 
fhorr curled black hair, with a 
black beard that looked like a cut 
one, his eyes deep in his head, his 
fin courfe and very hairy. Gur- 
nerfen added (which the others did 
not obferve) that about the body 
downwards he was quite pointed 
like a fith ; and depofed further 
that about zo years before, he had 
feen, near Kulleor, a Mer-maid, 
with long hair and large breaits. 
The weather was fine and calm. 
That this examination was taken in 
the moft regular and exact manner, 
is attefted by Andrew Bufeus.” 

The next fea-monfter we fhall 
mention is that called the Sea-/nake, 
which indeed is a terrible and ama- 
zing one; feen, perhaps, in no 
place of the known world, except 
on the coaft of Norway, and not 
very frequently there, as the bifhop 
acknowleges. 
that he has hatdly ever fpoke with 
an intelligent and expericaced fith- 





He adds, however, . 
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erman, born in the, manor: of 
Nordland, who. was not able to 
give a pertinent anfwer iy aay 
this great fea-{nake. Nay, fome of 


‘the traders, coming yearly to Ber- 


gen, think it as ridiculous to quef- 
tionits exiftence as that of an eel or 


But to put this beyond doubt, 
the teftimony of Capt. Laurence de 
Ferry, a commander in the navy, ig 
given; who doubted of the exif 
tence of any fuch animal till he was 
convinced of it by oculaf demon- 
ftration —“ In a very hot calm 
day, in Auguft 1746, being in his 
boat with 8 rowers at Fulenc/i, 
and reading, he heard a noife a+ 
mong the men, and obferved the 
helms-man keep off from the land, 
On enquiring the occafion, he was 
informed a fea-fnake was before 
them. He ordered them to come 
up with it, which they did, tho’ a+ 
fraid. The fnake paffed them and 
they tacked to get nearer toit. Ag 
it {wam fafter than they could row, 
the captain difcharged a at it, 
on which it funk immediately with- 
out rifing ; and the captain thinks 
it SSS fe as the ya was 
{mall, and the water about it ap- 
peared thick and red.” 

“‘ The head of this monfter, 
which it held more than 2 feet a- 
bove the water, refembled that of a 
horfe. It was grey, with a mouth 
quite black and very large. It, had 
black eyes and a long white mane, 
hanging * from the neck to the fur- 
face of the water. Befides the head 
and neck, they faw 7 or 8 folds of 
the {nake, which were very thick, 
and, as far as they could guefs, 
there was afathom’s diftance be- 
tween each fold. ‘To witnefs the 
truth of this two of the rowers de- 
pofed in court indue form at Ber- 
geh, 22d February, 1751, agreeing 
exadtly with’ Capt. de Ferry’s ac- 
count, in his letter to’his procurator 
Mr. Reutz, 

Tho’ 
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* Tho’ one cannot have an oppor- . 


exa@ly to meafure the di- 
menfions of this creature, yet the 
bishop affirms that all who have 
feen it es ved Teglife 
its le to be about i 
feet ; aw it lies on the furface 
of the, water (whenit is calm) im 
many folds, and that there are, in 
a line with the head, fome fmall 
parts of the back to be feen above 
the water, when he moves or 
bends. Sm at admande” Aa 

ar like fo many s floa- 
bag, with a confiderable fpace be- 
tween each. Five and twenty folds 
are the moft which are well attef- 
ted. The foreheadis broad and 
high. The whole animal is of a 
dark brown colour, but variegated 
with light ftreaks, or -fpots, that 
fhine like tortoife-thell, = the 
eyes refemble a couple of bright 
pewter plates The Eeociie in the 

orwegian feas do not fpout up 
water, like a whale; but ‘put ic, 
by their motion, into a great-agita- 
tion, fo as to run like the current of 
ami.” . 
* But there is another fpecies of 
this vaft {ea-montter, particularly a- 
bout Greenland, attefted by the 
rev. Mr. Egede miftonary there; 
who, in his journal, affirms— 
* That on the 6th of July 1734, 


*. there a a very large and 


- moniter, that raifed jt- 
felf {o high out of the. , that 
its head reached above BE inain.. 
top. It hada long harp fnout, 
spouted water like a whale, and had 
very broad paws. The body 
feemed to be cevered with f{cales, 
the fkin was uneven and wrinkled, 
and the lowerpart formed like a 
Snake. After fome time, it plunged 
backwards into the water and then 
turned its tailup above the furface, 
a whole fhip-length from the head. 
Its body was as thick and big as the 
vei'elherfelf and the eyes red, hike 
burning fire, asis aflerted by Mr. 
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Bing another miffionary, who took. 
a drawing of this itrange animal.” | 

The bithop does not feem certain 
that this is a fith.of prey ; the’ fome 
have afferted that it has .foapped a 
fingle man out of a boat, and has e- 
ven funka veffel of fome hundred 
tons burthen, by throwing itfelf a- 
crofs her. The fifhermen, however, 
when they cannot get into thoal 
water from this monfter, are {aid e~ 
ther to row againit fome of his 
folds above water, or to throw any 
fcuttle. foasto touch him, which 
makes him generally dive, or take 
another courfe. But,if they ima- 
gine themfelves purfued, they tack 
the boat fo, thatthe fnake cannot 
follow them without facing the fun, 
which is intolerable to his eyes. 
Befides this, itis further affirmed 
that a little caftor, or juniper fha- 
ving®, will drive him away as effec- 
tually as they are faid to do the 
trokd-whale. Add to all this, thas 
the -leaft wind will force him to the 
bettom, July and Auguft being the 
only months in which he rifes to 
the furface; at which time his ex- 
crements (the ftench of which is 
thought poifonous) have been feem 
floating on the water like fat flime ; 


: fo that, upon the whole, notwith- 


ftanding the enormous fize of this 
moniter, nature feems kindly to 
have provided that he fhould nor 
be veryterrible to the fagacity of 
the human fpecies. 

The bifhop remarks further that, 
if Bocharr had known of this ani- 
mal, he probably would not have 
taken the Whale tobe the Levia-~ 
than of the book of ‘Fob. Indeed 
the violent agitation and current of 
the waters occafioned by the pro- 
greflion of this animal, as _men- 
tioned above, and the floating of 


‘his excrements like fat flime, or a 


pot of ointment, on the iurface of 
the deep, wonderfully agree with 
the defcription of the Lewathen, gi- 
ven in 31 and 32 verfes of the 41 

chapter 
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- 
‘chapter. of the aforefaid book ; »viz. 
He maketh the deep to boil like a pot ; 
be maketh the fea like a pot of oint- 
nent. ‘He maketh a path tg shine after 
kim; one would think the deep to ba 


Nor need the exiftence of this 
monftrous fea-fnake fo much to 
fhock our faith, when we confider 
that, added to a'l thefe authorities, 
the Serpent of the Ocean is alfo men- 
tioned, in exprefs terms by the pro- 
phet. Amos, chap. 9, ver. 3.— 


Though they bidefrom my fight ta the 


bottom of the fea, thence will I com- 


‘ mand the Serpent and be fhail bite 


them, 

But the third, and indeed the 
moft enormous fea-monfter that has 
ever been mentioned, with expecta- 
tion of gaining a ferious afient, is 
the KRAKEN, called by way 
of eminence the Creature; the ac- 
count of which we fhall give in the 
bifhop’s own words, to entertain the 
fpeculations of our curious voyagers 
in thefe American feas. 

“ Our fifhetmen, fays he, unani- 
moufly and invariably affirm, that 
when they are feveral miles from 
the land, particularly in the hot 
fummer days, and by their diftance, 
and the bearings of fome points of 
land, expe from eighty to a hun- 


‘. dred fathoms depth, and do not find 


but from twenty to thirty; and 
more efpggially if they finda more 
than uf] plenty of eed-and ling, 
they judge that the Kraken is at the 
bottom : But if they find by their 
lines, that the water in the fame 
~ ftill fhallows on them, they 

now he. isrifing to the furface, 
and row off with the greateft expe- 
dition, till they come into the ufual 
foundings of the place ; when, lying 
en their oars, ina few minutes the 


moniter emerges, and fhews him- - 


felf manifeiily, tho’ his whole. bo- 
dy does not appear. His back, or 
upper part, which feems an Englifh 
male and a half in citcomference; 
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(fome have affirmed mote).looks at 
firft like a number of {mall iflands; 
furrounded with fotmething that 
floats like fea weeds: At laft fe. 
veral bright points or horns. appear 
which grow thicker the higher they 
emerge and fometimes ftand up as 
high and large as the mafts of 
middle fized veffels. In a. fhort 
time he flowly finks, which is tho’e 
as dangerous as his rifing, as it cau- 
fes fuch a fwell and whirlpool ae 
draws every thing down with it. . 
The exiftence of this vaft animal 
is further confirmed by the teftimo- 
ny of the reverend Mr. Friis minif- 
ter at Nordland and vicar of the 
college for promoting Cbrifian 
knowlege ; who informed the bi- 
fhop that in1680a Kraken came 
into the waters that run between 
the rocks and cliffs near Alftahoug, 
where, in turning about, fome of 
its long horns caught hold of fome 
adjoining trees; which it might ea- 
fily have torn up, butthat it was 
entangled in fome clifts of the 
rocks, -whencerit could not extricate 
itfelf, but putrified onthe fpot. - 
The bifhop, fenfible that the exif- 
tence of this animal was likely to . 
be much queftioned by the genera- 
lity of his readers, from a‘ prepof- 
feffion that the whale is the largeft 
animal on ihe globe, endeavours td 
eradicate 
founded ona jult .analogy. In- 


deed, rae great and /mell aré 
only ‘ri € terms, and we know 
of nothing that oughtto bear the 
denomination either of the one of 
the other, in, an abfoluté fenfe: 
What appears monftrous and great 
to us at prefent may appear but very 
{mall to beings differently organiz’d, 
and» between the m.xima and the 
minima of the works of God, what 
endlefs gradations may there bel 
and who would prefume to fay that 
this is the greatef or that the minute/t 
of them, only betaufe none greater 
or Srinuted had fallen tide? MS pat- 

‘ * ticular 


prejudice by reafons “ 
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kone e. On this head, it is ob- 
ferv Qe at if afalmon or fturgeon 
were the largeft fifh any number of 
perfons ever feen, and they 
had been told that there was fuch a 
fifth asthe whale, tho’ feen but fel- 


| dom, the ftory would have been as 


indigeftible perhaps, as the exif- 
sp the Kraken is now to thofe 
who are en with the no- 
tion of the whale’s being the largeft 
of animals. Indeed the power of 
God is infinite, and there are yet 
greater things thanthefe be; for we 
peve feen but a few of his works. 

f° In further confirmation of the 
reality of this animal, the bifhop 
refers to Dedes’s defcription of Fa- 
roe for the exiftence of certain If- 
lands, which fuddenly appear and 
as fuddenly vanifh, at a confiderable 
diftance from the main. Many fea- 
fearing people alfo, and aye | 
in the north-fea, mention fuch >if- 
lands, and tuperftitioufly attribute 
their appearance and difappearance 
to the delufion of the devil, or 
fome evil f{pirits that inhabit them. 
But the bifhop reafonably fuppofes 
thefe miftaken iflands to be nothing 
but the Kraken, flowly emerging 
with his vaft bulk, and as flowly 
finking again, agreeable to the a- 
bove defcription; which may be 
very eafily taken for the appea- 
rance and difappearance of an if- 
land, at fome leagues diftance from 
the fhore, where the Kraken is faid 
always to keep, unlefs brought near- 


- er by fomeextraordinary accident. 


In this manner, he alfo accounts for 
the remarkable tra&t of land, men- 
tioned by Baron Grippenhielm, 
which is fometimes feen among the 
rocks about Stockholm in Sweden, 
and at other times diiappears, and is 
feen again in another place. It is 
called by the peafants Gimmars-ore, 
and ti"Baron mentions that being 
out one funday, founding the coaits, 
it happened that he faw, fomething 
bike three points of land in the fea, 





which taking for Gummar:-ore, he 
called to a peafantto enquire for 
the place, but when he came they 
could fee nothing of it; upon 
which the peafant faid, all was 
well, and that this prognofticated a 
ftorm, or a great quantity of fifh.— 
Now, fays the bifhop, who cannot 
difcéver that this Gummars-ore, 
with its points, and the prognoftica- 
tions of fifh was the Kraken; as it 
agrees fo well with all the circum- 
ftances above, and cannot well be 
otherwife accounted for 2, Here it is 
alfo queried, whether the vanifhing 
land, Lemair, which Capt. Rodney 
was fo lately fent in fearch of in the 
Atlantic, on the report of a fea- 
captain, might not have been a 
Kraken? Itis further queried, whe- 
ther the Dragon that is in the fea, 
mentioned J/aiah 26. may aot have 
fome allufion to this Kraken ? #€ 


Montaty ESSAYS, 
To the Proprietors Se, 
GENTLEMEN 


Tho a klanter, I ama perfon of fome 
leifure and reading, and have laid 
up a flock of obfervations on feveral 
important fabje@s. If ibey can be of 
any ufe to you, they /ball be commu- 
nicated from time to time. 


Tue PLANTER. N°. 1. / 


Of the good andil] Eee ect of civil 
DISSENTION® 4 
Aw capuchin in Leavis ¢3th’s 
time took it into his head, in 
a fit of enthufiafm, toacquaint his 
audience, that he had luckily 
found out an expedient, which he 
did not doubt would, even in this 
life, make all men juf and sappy. 
He then proceeded to expiain him- 
felf, by faying that the caufe of all 
the wickednejs and fin, and by 
confequence of all the miferies and 
afflictions, in the world, atofe from 
the enmity between God and the 
devil, by means of which, the for 
mér was often crofsed in his inten- 
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tions of kindnefs to mankirid both 
here. and hereafter. ‘Therefore, 
fays he, I have a defign, with the 
affiftance of holy mother-church, to 
medjate with the almighty to take 
the devil into favour again, and 
then, continued he, there will be 
an end to all this diforder. 

Some fage politicians, who fet 
out with a fcheme to abolith parties 
in a free government and reftore 
abfolute unanimity, tho’ they have 
not gore quite the fame length, 
feem juftly chargeable with an ex- 
travagance of the fame kind. ‘True 
jt is, that men entered into civil {fo- 
ciety to avoid wars andthe endiefs 
guarrels, which mutt embroil life, 
where there is no common arbiter 
to hear, determine and redrefs. 
But it is equally true, that unlefs 
‘men have made a farrender of all, 
inftead of only giving up fome of 
their rights for the better fecurity 
of the reft, there will ftill be a door 
left for parties and controverties. 
We juftly admire the wifdom of the 
fupreme Being, that inftead of pre- 
venting moral evil, which perhaps 
might not be confiftent with humaa. 
liberty, nor of confequence with his 
.moral government of the world, he 
changes in fome meaiure its_natu- 
ral tendency, reconciles it with the 
_ myfterigus plan of his providence, 
and_catifes it eventually to iflue in 
theBencral good. Inlike manner, 
political evil, internal difcords, and 
, civil commotions, which threaten 
the diffolution of a ftate, are fre- 
quently no more than the efforts of 
the conftitution to expel certain 
noxious principles, and the proper 
effect of them 1s to eflablith the pu- 
blic weal ina more vigorous, regu- 
Jar and permanant flatz. Whether 
tis internal energy arifes from a 
faveurable ailsmbiave of incidents 
in the fatt formation of the body 
y clitic, or from the provident contri- 
vance Of its hrit iounder, happy 1S 
the date Wiech as informed by it in 


- utter ruin. 
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the requifite degree. Its operation 
is falutary; and the confideration of 
this has often lighted ‘up the 
hopes of the patriot, imthe darke& 
hour, and animated him to bring a 
timely afliftance, when in the eye 
of a common fpectator all endea- 
vours might appear defperate. 

From reflexions of this kind alfo 
the philofopher derives his tran- 
quillity, amidit the ftorms which 
fometimes fhake a fate to its very 
foundation. For he can fecurely 
acquiefce in the good providence of 
the wifeand beneficent Governor 
of the univerfe, who overrules all e- 
vents and will direct them finally to 
fubferve the happinefs of the vir- 
tuous. Moreover he confiders that 
collifions are more or lefs the 
fate of every ftate; that they dif. 
cover the defeéts and weak fides of 
a government to thofe who had de- 
layed repairing and fortifying them, 
for no other reafon than that they 
had not beforethe fame opportuni. 
ty of knowing them ; that they give 
a. clearer infight into the conflitu- 
tion, make people examine and 
underftand their rights and liber- 
ties, and thereby teach them when 
to ftand upon their guard againit 
attacks from abroad, as well as the 
no lefs dangerous reforms of pre- 
tended patriots at home. 

One would imagine the conti- 
nual diflentions among the diffe- 
rent orders of the Roman republic 
would have quickly reduced it to 
Yet in fa&, for a long 
feries of time, they had a quite 


‘ contrary effect. By them the domi- 


neering fpirit of their  patricians 
was curbed as oft as they affected 
to lora it over their fellow iubjects, 
the ballance of power was held ina 
jatt equi ibriumpeand a noble emu- 
lation (the paretittof every fpecies 
of excellence) kitidled among the 
teveral orders of the ftate. Let us, 
therefore, without regarding the 
uciic and tumults they occationed, 
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attend a little to the good effects 
they produced. From the expulfion 
of the Yarguins to the death of the 
Gracchi, a period of three hundred 
years and upwards, thefe contefts 
feldom ended in banifhment or 
bloodthed ; the voice of liberty, fe- 
conded by that of reafon and equi- 
ty, commonly prevailed ; and they 
were concluded by enacting good 
and wholfome laws. The patrici- 
ans were vain enough tg claim a 
tight, which they fuppofed only 
veited in themfelves, to all offices of 
honour and truft ; but, unfortunate- 
ly forthem, they could not make 
their way to thefe without the fuf- 
frages of the people. They were, 
therefore, obliged to afcend by a 


“more popular road, and make out 
‘a title to thefe honourable diftinc. 


tions, by fuperior merit. 

Few people can contentedly be- 
hold thofe, who have all along 
ftood on a level with themfelves, 
afpire to prehemirence. The P/e- 
beians, therefore, who had this ad- 
ditional difficulty to ftruggle with, 
were obliged to give thole of their 
own order the moft convincing 
proofs that they wanted not the 
fortitude, courage and conduct of 
their fuperiors in rank ; that they 
could fkillfully plan the operations 
of a campaign, purfue the moit di- 
rect meatures for executing thofe o- 
perations, and in time of action 
iurvey the horrid front of war, un- 
difmayed; that they could ftem 
the torrent of. corruption, and 
fhake the forum by their eloquence, 
while they repelled the encroach- 
ments of ambition and pled the 
caufe of their injured countrymen. 
That Difiention, therefore, which 
kindled fuch.an ufeful emulation 
between the different orders of the 
ftate, which made, them obdferve 
one another with fuch watchful jea- 
loufy, mut be allowed to * have 
been the beft guardian of their li- 
berty, and greatly conducive to the 
Roma: grandeur. 


Yet it muft net be concealed that 
diffentions, managed with obftancy, 
and fomented by party-rage, often 
give birth to the moft tragical re- 
volutions. In the Spartan republic, 
the Ephori, while they contented 
themfelves with interpofing where 
there was any real occafion for their 
mediation, were an excellent check 
not only onthe regal power, to re- 
ftrain tyranny and opprefiion, but 
alfo on the liberty of the people, to 
fupprefs licentioutnefs and rebellion ; 
till at length, by throwing their 
weight intirely into one {cale, they 
ruined the conftitution. For, under 
colour of promoting liberty, they 
weakened the foundations of the 
ftate to fuch a degree, that it funk 
into anarchy, and never more reco- 
vered its former luftre. 

Among the Romans that Diford, 
which preferved the ballance of 
power till the latter times of the 
commonwealth, began at length to 
throw jt into mortal convuliions. 
Formidable combinations were en- 
tered into at differenr times againit 
the public, which the affertors of li- 
berty became every day lefs able to 
refit, till at laft the commonwealth, 
tottering under the repeated thocks 
of reftleis fa€tion, tamely fc'] at the 
feet of the moft powerful competi- 
tor for Empire. 

Which ever party prevails in the 
contention, they commonly im- 
prove the advantage with the fame 
{pirit of rigor and feverity to theo - 
ther. In the firft period of the Ro- 
maz republic, down tothe feceflion 
of the Picheiaxs to Mount Sacer, and 
the appointment of tribunes of the 


people, the commons were  hitrle 


more than the fluves of the patri- 
cians, treated by them, an many 
occafions, with the greatelt outrage 
and cruelty. 

In the Democratic Rote of the A- 


thentans, i W2are at prins to trace 
their civil adminiltration, we may 
. : iG vane toh _ —_ 
f:rnifh ourfelves with many preo’s 
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that the people alfo, when the bal 
lance of power preponderates on 
their fide, can be exceedingly un- 
reafonable. Miltiades was con- 
demned to end his life in a com- 
mon ja not forany mifchief he 
had done (for in reality he . had 
been an excellent commander and 
a worthy citizen) but purely be. 
caufe the good people furmifed 
that fuch a man as he, had it in his 


power to do mifchief, if he thould — 


take it into his head. T+emiffocles, 
who faved not only Athens bat all 
the ftates of Greece, by defeating the 
memorable expedition of X05, 
met with a like reward, for they 
voted him to undergo the Ofracim, 
which was a banishment for ten 
years, becaufe they had fo many 
proofs of his great ability to ferve 
them. Gymon, a mano the grea- 
teft humanity and of 4 = capacity 
for tranfacting public bufinefs, fuf- 
fered the fame Pte. Alcibiades, for 
much the fame reafon, incurred 
their difpleafure, who, tho’ his ge- 
neral charaéter be that of a liber- 
tine, yet even in his exile fought 
for, and embraced, every opportur 
nity to ferve thofe who had made 
him fuch an ungencrous requital 
for hispaft fervices. Ariftides, fur- 
named the juf, met with the like 
treatment, for a different reafon, 
however. They punifhed him, not 
fo much becaufe they apprehended 
him to be a dangerous member of 
the ftate, for he had no great fhare 
of military renown, but becaufe he 


had prejumed to be an honefter . 


man than his neighbours. ‘The 4- 
thenians treated thefe and many o- 
ther illuftrious perfonages, who 
were the glory of their republic, in 
much the jame manner as the 4a- 
zons did their gallants. This com- 
monwealth of Virages, finding an 
melination to propagate young 4.- 
mazons, ulcd for that purpofe to 
procure fome of their neighbours, 
of the other fex, to live with them 
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for atime. They entertained them 
well, while they had occafion for 
their labours ; but, as foon as the 
turn was ferved, they put them to 
immediate death, or banifhed them 
out of their territory. 

But, to return from this digref- 
fion, Difentions in a ftate, as I have 
already obferved, are productive 
fometimes of good, fometimes of e- 
vil effects. ‘They refemble a fever 
in the human body, the general in- 
tention of which is falutary; namely, 
by the increafed action of the fo- 
lids and fluids upon each other 
to expel the morbific matter, 
which has difordered the contfti- 
tution, and to reftore the animal 
machine to its wonted health and 
vigour. Yet fuch may be the vio- 
lence of the confli&, as intirely to 
deftroy the fundions of fome 
principal organ; or, carried to a 

ill greater height, to bring on a 
diffolution of the whole fabric. 

One of the worft ftages of civil 
Difcord, is whenit grows fo warm 
that both parties are too intent upon 
weakening one another to take pro- 
per notice of a common enemy, 
who feizes that as the lucky moment 
for deftroying both. The mutiny 
under Appius excepted, it will hold 
univerfally that the Romans in cafe 
of an invafion, or of war being de- 
clared againft them by any of their 
neighbours, immediately forgot, or 
fufpended, their animofities, and 
united hearts and hands in the 
common caufe of defending their 
country. 

It is worth remarking that in 
many of thofe difientions, “which 
rend a ftate with the grgateft vio- 
lence, the prime Mowers are wery 
Jew. ‘Tho’ the people bear a large 
fhare in what miichief is done, yet 
they are little more for the moft 
part than inftrumentsin the hands 
of two or three principal engineers. 
And itis a great misfortune for the 
leaders of @ party that the zeal of 
the 






-~—— F& wet 


er ea ee ae i nadia 





for 


to 
em 


ave 
‘ive 
f e- 
ver 
in- 


her 


rO~ 


nt 


le- 


ir 





the populace is not more impet uous, 
ghan itis capricious and unfteady. 
It may put one in mind of the ele- 
phants, which king Pyrrhus brought 
into the field againft the Romans. 
They were warriors of enormous 
ftrength, yet being ftill no more 
than beafts were unmanageable. 
When they happened to take the 
right courfe againft the enemy, they 
bore down whole legions before 
them, and covered the plain far 
and wide with the trampled dead. 
But then there were a thoufand ac- 
cidents, fome of them trifling, 
which their direftors could neither 
forefee nor prevent ; any of which 
might turn thefe terrific monfters, 
back on their own army. 

‘Otway, in his hiftory and fall of 
Caius Marius, gives us a juf picture 
of the fenfelefs buftle of the popu- 
lace and their veering temper in the 
ftruggles of faction. The Scene is 
the forum, Time the morning of that 
day, famous in the annals of Di/- 
¢ord, when Marius and Sylla ftood 
canditates for command in the war 
with Mithridates, king of Pontas. 

Enter four Citizens. 

3. Cit. Well neighbours, now 
we are here, what muft we do? 

1. Cit. Why you muft give your 
vote for Caius Marius; and if any 

body {peaks againit you knock him 
down. 

2. Cit. The truth on’t is, there's 
nothing like a civil government, 
where good fubjects may have leave 
to knock brains out to maintain 
at a 
' 3. Cit. Look you——but what's 

this Sjfa? this Sylla? Thave heard 
great talk of him—he’s a damnable 
fighting fellow they fay; but hang 
him—Z4e's a Lord! 

1. Cit. Ay, fo he is neighbours: 
and] know not why any one fhould 
be alord more than another; what 
good do they do? nothing but run 
in our debt, and lie with our wives. 
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4. Cit. Why there’sa grievance 
now. I have three boysjat home, - 
no more mine than Rome’s minc. 
They are all fair curl’d-haircupids ; 
and Taman honeft tawny kettle 
faced fellow—I'll have no Lords. 

1. Cit. Hark! they are coming. 
Be fure you roar out fora Marius ; 
and do as much mifchief as you 
can. 

You would think Marius might 
have depended on thefe voters. 
Yet in afew hours Sy//a had the 
addrefs to draw them over from 
him, and the popular roar became 
“¢ ne Marius! no Marius! down 
with him! down with him !” 

From this view of party-bufinefs, 
one would think every man who 
confulted his peace, his eafe or e- 
ven his honefty,would be cautious of 
entering into it. This, however, 
ought not to be underftood as a re- 
flexion againft thofe, whofe rank in 
life, and duty to their country,oblige 
them to fit at the helm of govern- 
ment. We cannot be too thankful 
to them for accepting the poft of 
danger, to the end that we may en- 
joy all the quiet and repofe of paf- 
fengers, while they labour in the 
ftorm. But ftill it may be infifted 
upon with great truth, that in civil 
diffentions there are fuch difficulties 
to be met with, as only a flrong 
fenfe of duty can warrantus to un- 
dertake, and fuch difappointments 
to be expected as nothing lefs than 
a confcioufnefs of having done our 
duty can truly fupport us under. 


THoze HERMIT, N°. IL. 
To the Proprietors Se. 
GENTLEMEN 


EQUESTER’D asIam from 
the world and moft of its con- 
cerns, your plan for publifhing an 
American-Magazixe has found its 
way to my retreat. AsIhave al- 
ways been a friend to works of this 
nature, efpecially when their chief 
end 
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end is mace to confit in advanc- 
ing the intereft of virtue and know- 
ledge, I find myfelf — ftrongly 
prompted, both by duty and in- 
clination, to contribute my endea- 
vours, and give all the afliftance in 
my power, for promoting a defign 
that appears fo well calculated for 
the public good. It is, therefore, 
my purpofe, to offer you my reficc- 
tions, once a month, upon fuch 
fubjeéts.as correfpond with the cha- 
tacier which the good providence 
of heaven has called me to fuftain ; 
and thefe, you may eafily guefs, 
will be of the ferious and moral 
kind. , 

But that your readers may be the 

better able to form a notion of the 
entertainment they are to expect 
from me, and to fatisfy a curiofity 
natural enough to thofe who look 
for any thing of importance from 
‘an author, the fubject of this firft 
paper fhall be my own Hiftory ; or, 
at leaft, fo much of it as has a 
more immediate yelation to the 
character I bear. 

My parents were among the firft 
of thofe, who left their native ‘oil 
and deareft connexions,’ with the 
laudable defign of improving their 
fortunes, and feeking a fettlement 
in this new world. Many were the 
cangers and difficulties which they 
encountered, both while they were 
at fea, and after their arrival here. 
My father, who was bred a gentle- 
man and a {cholar, and confequent- 
ly unaccuftomed to manual labour, 
was neverthclefs obliged to. put his 
hand to the plow, as there was at 
that time but little other means of 
cetting a iubfiftence here. My moe 
ther, who was defcended from a 
very good family in Jord/ire, and 
brought up in the moft tender and 
delicate manner, was conttrained 
to forget the foftnefs ot her educa- 
tion, and to beara part, with her 

fellow, in moit of the labours 


Cultom, however, 
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of his farm. 
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which is juftly, called a fecond na- 
ture, made even their toils, at 
length, to become caly and agreea- 


ble. 


‘Thus were they employed for 
feveral years, till the fmiles of hea. 
ven upon their induftry blefled them 
with a comfortable fubfittence, and 
enabled them to pafs the remainder 
of their days, without labour and 
without care. Happy were they 
in themfelves, and happy in the 
friendihip and good offices of all 
around them! One thought alone 
would fometimes give a damp to 
their domeftic joys, and render 
them a little unfatisfied with all 
their worldly blifs. They had as 
yet never been favoured with an 
offspring, and it grieved them to re- 
flect, that the little fortune which 
they had collected, by the labour 
of their own hands, fhould become 
the inheritance of ftrangers. Bus 
their anxiety mthis refpect was at 
length removed. Scarte were they 
fat down to reft from their toils, 
and taite the {weets of their honeft 
induitry, before an indulgent pro- 
vidence was pleafed to fend me in- 
to the world, as the wifhed for heir 
of their well earned patrimony. 

My father, who was a man of 
fingular piety, and looked upon 
my birth as the higheil intance of 
the favour of heaven upon his old 
age, named me THEropoRe, (or 
the gift ot God) and determined, 
from that moment, to devote me 
to the fervice of his maker, as the 
only acknowledgement he coald 
cier for the repeated blefiings 
fhowered upon him. For this pur- 
pole, he took upon himfelf the carg 
of my education, as there was at 
that time no public American {e- 
minary erected near him, and Re 
did not chufe, for many reafons, 
to rlque my going to any diflant 
univerfity, He was, yndeed, in 
luimkli every way qualified for this 
tafx ; and to hua alone lam in- 
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debted, not Only for my kil! in 
languages and philofophy, but, 
what is Of fill higher and more 
lating importance, for my know- 
ledge. of the principles of morality 
and found religion. Unfortunately 
for me, the good man was cal- 
led toa better flate, before I was 
of full age; and -confequently he 
failed in his expe€tation of feeing 
me fixed in the miniftry during his 
own life. 

It was, however, one of his laf 
charges to me, that I thould fpare 
no pains to prepare myfelf for that 
facred office; and therefore, he en- 
joined me that, as foon as I had 
feen his remains decently interred, 


and had placed my aged mother 


a 


under the care of a relation, whom 
he had named for that purpofe, I 
fhould take the tour of Europe, in 
order to join to the knowledge of 
books, what is commonly cabled, 
the knowledge of the great world. 
With this view, he recommended 
it to me to vifit the moft remarka- 
ble cities and. univerfities, and to 
make my obferyations upon the 
different charafters and manners of 
men, their ftate and condition with 
re{pect to learning and commerce, 
their modes of government, religi- 
on, cuftoms, and the like. '‘I’o 
qualify me for this, and keep me 
untainted from the vices of the 
world, during my peregrination in 
it, he gave me the moit wholfome 
infiructions for my conduét, a copy 
of which I fhall infert in fome of 
my fucceeding Effays, for the com- 
mon benefit of all young travellers, 
into whofe hands they may fall ; 
and happy will it be for them, if 
they make the fame good ufe of 
his .wife precepts, which, by the 
kind providence of heaven, I have 
been enabled to make. 

_ While my father was thus beftow- 
ing his councils on me, as his latt 
and moit valuable legacy, repeat- 


‘ang and enforcing them by every 


motive of duty and intereft, he felt 
his fpirits begin to fail, and nature 
warning him of his approaching 
diffolution. He feebly raifed his 


~ head, gave his left hand to me, and 


his right he ftretched out to his 
weeping wife. He fixed his eyes up- 
on us, commended us to the d/efing 
of Gop, and himfelf to the mercscs 
of his Repeemer. ~ Iinmediately 
he funk back, uttered a gentle 
groan, and expired —as he had 
lived —a good Chrillian and an a/- 
Sedionate man! 

As foon as I had paid the tribute 
due to his memory, and endea- 
voured to dry up the tears of my 
difconfolate mother, I fet out on 
my tour, always remembering one 
part of his advice to me, namely ; 
“‘ to maintain a refpectful Beha 
viour to every people | fhould 
** come among; to diveit myteit 
“* of prejudices ; to be cautious of 
blaming national and eftablithed 
cuitoms ; to keep my fentiments 
of men and things generally in 
“© my own bofom, and’ treafure 
‘* them up in order to be mellowed 
by time and amore comprehen. 
five acquaintance with the world, 
“* for my future conduét in life.”’ 

What countries I vifited, and 
what obfervations I gathered, can- 
not be the fubjeft of this paper. 1 
fhall only obferve, that during 
my travels, the memory of my de- 
ceafed father, and the difconfolarte 
ftate of my aged mother, left at to 
great a diftance from me, would 
often fteal acrofs my thoughts, and 
give a damp to all thotfe joys, which 
youth and good company and the 
conftant variety of agreeable fcenes, 
would otherwife have infpired. 
[his contributed not a little to haf- 
ten my return, and procured me the 
Rpm of a gloomy and referv- 
ed man, thro’ all the countries I 
paffed. 

Having regained the land of my 
nativity, which was in two ycars 
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from the time of my fetting out, I 
flew to throw myfelf at the feet of 
my aged parent, determined never 
to part from her again, but to 
make it my bufinefs to adminifter 
to herdeclining years allthe com- 
fort in my power. My fudden and 
unexpected return was to her the 
firft interval of weary woe, which 
fhe had known fince my father’s 
death—— 


« Amaz’d, and fcarce believing ~ foe 
aw, 

" Foy feiz'd ber wither’d veins, and one 
bright gleam 

* Of jetting life foone on ber evening bours’’. 


T found her placed in a moft agree- 
able rural retreat, in a good neigh- 
bourhood;. and perceived in mytfelf 
bat little inclination to exchange ir, 
for the noife and bufile of aétive 
life. I lived with her forthe fpace 
ef twelve months and upwards, 
without any remarkable incident of 
good or bad fortune. I was happy 
in difcharging the tender offices of 
duty to my indulgent parent, and 
thought of nothing further. 

At length, however, chance in- 
troduced me to the acquaintance of 
a young lady that lived at a few 
mules diftance from me in the coun 
try. There is a kind of fatality in 
matters of love, which reafon ftnves 
in vain to account for, or philofophy 
to centroul. I had travelled thro’ 
many countries, and been conver- 
fant with many of the Fair, graced 
with every accomplifhment of body 

wndmind. And though I had not 

beheld them with indifference, yet I 
had been a ftranger to every thing 
that could bear the name of love. 

Bat, when I beheld Amelia (for 
that was the name of my fair coun- 
try acquaintance) feelings new and 
uncommon rofe in my ftruggling bo- 
fom. The firft glance of bei eye thot 
inftant thro my whole frame. Metho’t 
I difcovered in her a foul congenial 
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to my own, and a thoufand pres 
fageful thoughts crouded into my — 
bufy imagination —---- * Moft lo- 
“ vely fair!" (faid I to myfelf) 
“« what gracefulnefs appears in‘ thy 
“« carriage ? what dignity in thy 
“* mien? what innocence and f{mi- 
“ ling foftnefs in thy look ? what 
‘* unclouded ferenity on thy brow? 
** how feemingly void of affeéta- 
** tion? all appears with thee the 
“ gift of happy nature,flowing {pons 
** taneous froma heart unconfcious 
“« of guile, and that has no with to 
“ hide! what a treafure have I 
“ found, if the inward temper of 
** thy foul but correfponds to this 
‘‘ external harmony of features 
“and fymmetry of parts? how 
‘“* happy, if heaven has but made 
“ thee kind and good, as it has 
“ formed thee exquifitely fair and 
** lovely !” 

Upon a nearer acquaintance with 
her, my fondeit expectations w 
even exceeded. I was foon co 
vinced that nature had not been . 
liberal in adorning her mind, than © 
her body. She poffefied a folid un 
derftanding, improved by educa- 
tion ; a fprightlinefs of faxicy, cor- 
tected by good-breeding ; her inno- 
cence notyet impaired by the arts 
of diffimulation, and her heart 
breathing that fimplicity of man- 
hers, and candor of difpofition, pe- 
culiar to the rura/ Life. In a word, I 
became her inftant captive, and ap- 
proving reafon fixed my chain. For, 
as it hadalways been my firm re- 
folve never to barter my happinefs 
away, in bafe exchange for gold ; 
fo it had been my confiant purpofe, 
whenever I could be bleft with the 
profpeét ofa partner capable of ‘en. 
tering into the delicacies of egnver- 
fation, and participating in a ratio+ . 
nal fcheme of happinefs, then freely 
to offer and freely to receive the 
mutual heart. 5 3 





